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HANCOCK 
STREET
PRESCHOOL
An Award Winning
Co-op Preschool serving
families since 1984

Bring your preschooler to explore the spaces while 
you get questions answered and meet the teachers!

Learn more at our 
OPEN HOUSE:

Saturday, February 7th 
9:30 am - 12:00 pm

1624 NE Hancock St. Portland, OR 97212
www.hancockstreetpreschool.com

STAR BULLETIN BOARDH
REPLICA TROLLEY CAR 
INSTALLED IN MONTAVILLA

A neighborhood plaza in Montavilla has 
gained a new attraction: a replica streetcar 
offering a glimpse into the area’s rich history.

The art installation — now visible at 
Southeast 79th Avenue and Stark Street 
— is part of a community storytelling 
project led by the Montavilla East Tabor 
Business Association. The idea is to “invite 
visitors and residents to learn, explore and 
experience Montavilla in new ways.”

The design harkens to an era when 
streetcars brought visitors to and from the 
vibrant neighborhood east of Mount Tabor. 
The streetcar ran from 1892 to 1948, and you 
can still see hints of the old tracks buried 
along Southeast 80th Avenue.

The exhibit gives a historical snapshot 
of Montavilla history and highlights the 
presence of the Dehen Knitting Mills factory, 
a Japanese language school and Shiloh 
Baptist Church, the heart of Montavilla’s 
Black community for more than 40 years.

The installation was paid for through 
a grant from Venture Portland and was 
supported by the local business community, 
including Mr. Plywood. Local artist Marilyn 
Shawe designed the trolley and historical 
research came from Patricia Sanders. 

For more information on the project, visit 
meetmeinmontavilla.com

HOLLYWOOD GAME SPOT 
MOVING TO SANDY

A popular gaming spot is leaving the 
Hollywood District with plans to reopen 
at Northeast 73rd Avenue and Sandy 
Boulevard.

Player’s Union describes itself as Oregon’s 
first worker-owned and -operated game 
store and offers space for fans to buy, trade 
and play games like Magic: the Gathering, 
Pokémon and Dungeons & Dragons.

The former location was at the corner 
of Northeast Broadway and 42nd Avenue. 
Store owners said one reason for the move 
is frustration over a pair of recent break-ins 
and a car driving through the storefront door 
causing significant damage.

The new location is 7311 N.E. Sandy Blvd. 
A grand opening is scheduled for Jan. 

23-26.

BOOSTERS LEADER WINS 
BUSINESS AWARD

Real estate agent and Star News 
advertising executive Heidi Settlemier is the 
winner of the 2025 Sam Chapman Memorial 
Award. 

The award recognizes outstanding 
leadership within the Boosters, and is 

named in honor of the original owner of  
Sam’s Billiards in Hollywood.

This is the second time Settlemier has won 
the award; the first was in 2018. 

Settlemier stepped into the role of 
Boosters president in 2025. She has been 
focused on connecting and supporting 
local business owners and coordinating 
social opportunities. Longtime Booster Paul 
Clark presented Settlemier with the award 
at a recent happy hour at The Ambassador 
Restaurant & Karaoke Bar.

Names of past winners are on display on a 
plaque inside the 42nd Street Station. 

The first award was given in 1984.

GAS-POWERED BLOWER  
BAN TAKES EFFECT

Put away that gas-powered leaf-blower. A 
city-imposed phaseout of the machines went 
into effect Jan. 1.

Under the new policy, property owners are 
no longer permitted to use the gas-powered 
machines because they create too much 
noise and environmental pollution. 

The city policy makes an exception for 
the peak leaf-falling months of October, 
November and December — at least until 
2028. 

Starting that year, gas-powered blowers 
will be banned for the entire calendar year. 

The city encourages people to use quieter 
electric models instead.

SIGN-UP BEGINS FOR 
PORTLAND PARK WEDDINGS

Lovebirds who plan to get hitched in 2026 
have a fun option: hosting the ceremony in a 
Portland city park. Sign-up begins Jan. 5.

Portland Parks & Recreation has more 

Above: Real estate 
agent and Star News 
advertising executive 
Heidi Settlemier is the 
first two-time winner 
of the Sam Chapman 
Memorial Award from 
the Hollywood Boosters. 
(Todd Milbourn) 

Left: Streetcars brought 
people to and from 
Montavilla for more 
than 50 years.A new art 
installation at Montavilla 
Plaza at Southeast 79th 
Avenue and Stark Street 
honors that history. 
(Todd Milbourn)

– CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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than 200 parks, gardens and natural settings 
that can be reserved for weddings and 
receptions, including North and Northeast 
Portland gems like Woodlawn Park, Dawson 
Park and Rocky Butte Natural Area.

You can reserve a spot in-person by 
visiting the customer service center at the 
Portland Building, 1120 S.W. Fifth Ave. or by 
calling the PP&R Customer Service Center at 
503-823-2525.

For more information, visit: portland.gov/
parks/wedding

SUBSTATION DEMOLITION 
BEGINS IN ELIOT

Crews from Portland General Electric 
have started tearing down an out-of-use, 
120-year-old electrical substation building in 
the Eliot neighborhood.

The brick building, constructed in 1906 by 
PGE’s predecessor Portland Railway Light 
& Power, is on Northeast Knott Street across 
from the Matt Dishman Community Center.

The building served as an electrical 
command center for most of its existence. It 
was badly damaged by fire in 1995, and PGE 
used it as a training center until 2000. 

PGE says the building “no longer serves an 
electricity purpose” and has been the site of 
break-ins in recent years.

The deconstruction will take place 

gradually over the next month. PGE says 
crews will slowly collapse the building into 
its own footprint rather than have a dramatic 
demolition. 

PGE says measures are in place to control 
dust and neighbors can access the Dishman 
Center during the project.

FREE TREES AVAILABLE 
THROUGH CITY PROGRAM

Want a new tree for your yard? Portland 
Parks & Recreation’s Urban Forestry Division 
is giving away 4,000 trees this season 
for Portlanders to plant on their private 
property. 

Residents can choose up to three free trees 
per address. Options include native trees, 
trees with edible nuts, flowering trees and 
trees rich with autumn color. Recipients can 
decide if they would like the trees delivered 
to their home or if they would like city staff to 
handle the planting. 

Along with the trees, recipients receive free 
mulch and an instruction booklet for how to 
properly care for their trees. 

For more information and to register, visit 
www.portland.gov/free-yard-trees or call 
503-823-4963. 

— Compiled by Maggie Grainger  
and Todd Milbourn

The Hollywood Boosters:
★ Fun social events for businesses
       and neighbors
★ Promotes small businesses and
       community organizations
★ Maintains planters and flags
★ Our community is a voice to the 
       City of Portland
★ Partners with Portland Police
       Bureau
★ Rose Festival Jr. Parade, 
       Giving Tree and more!

www.hollywoodboosters.com
    503-281-8891

Anyone can donate to help support 
our Clean + Safe Program 

Join the 
Hollywood Boosters!
The Hollywood Boosters cheer 

on our local businesses and 
neighbors to spark community spirit!

503-281-9612

STAR BULLETIN BOARDH

Neighbors are taking advantage of free trees available from the city’s urban forestry department. (City of Portland)

PGE’s Eliot 
substation dates 

back to 1907 and 
is being gradually 

deconstructed 
over the next 

month.  
(Todd Milbourn) 
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2000 NE 42nd Ave. Portland, OR 97213 
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postnet.com/OR110

                         of Portland is your
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PostNet International Franchise Corporation franchisee
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By Todd Milbourn
todd@star-news.info

Roseway neighbors are rallying 
support for a beloved local 
chef and business owner who 

is being denied reentry to the United 
States from Mexico.

Roberto Hernandez Guerrero 
opened the food cart Reeva Cafe and 
Cocina a la Leña on Northeast Sandy 
Boulevard in 2022 after working at 
nearby Pizzeria Otto, and grew it into a 
neighborhood fixture.

Roberto’s son Demian Hernandez 
said his dad has been working for 
years on establishing legal residency 
in the U.S. — a process that’s been 
“complex, confusing and exhausting.” 
Demian said Roberto was called to 
Juarez in November for what the 
family and their legal counsel believed 
to be a final interview before approval 
for a visa.

LIVING IN LIMBO
But authorities instead informed 

Roberto he was not allowed to come 
back into the country.

“It’s flipped our life upside-down,” 
said Demian, who’s 25 and lives in 
Beaverton.

Demian said his dad is “keeping his 
head up” while living with extended 
family in Mexico temporarily. But 
he won’t be able to come back to  
Portland — and his Roseway home, 
family and business — for at least 
another 18 months.

That means Reeva will likely remain 
closed and not reopen.

The family will soon start looking for 

opportunities to sell or rent the cart, 
a renovated FedEx delivery vehicle 
outfitted with a wood-fired oven. For 
now, it remains parked in the Blossom 
Landscape parking lot at Northeast 
77th and Sandy. 

Friends and former colleagues 
at Pizzeria Otto hosted a fundraiser 
for Roberto in early December, and 
donated profits from a day’s worth 
of sales to help defray the family’s 
legal costs. A GoFundMe campaign 
has raised more than $30,000 from 
449 donations — many of them 
from Northeast Portland neighbors. 
Demian said legal fees will easily 
cost the family at least $20,000, and 
the support from friends, family and 
neighbors is deeply appreciated.

The Roseway Neighborhood 
Association is lending its help as well, 
including by calling on local elected 
officials to intervene in support of 
Roberto.

 “Roberto took a chance building 
and opening his multicultural food 
cart in the Roseway neighborhood 
and built a passionate following,” 
said Chris Hansen, president of the 
Roseway Neighborhood Association. 
“I have known Roberto since he 
opened his cocina and have seen first-
hand how he’s made our community 
better, with delicious food and a festive 
outdoor gathering space. His absence 
leaves a hole in our community. His 
exclusion from the US helps no one.”

REEVA’S CELEBRATED CUISINE
Roberto got his start in the Portland 

food scene cooking at high-profile 
restaurants such as Beast on Northeast 
30th Avenue. He opened Reeva in 
2022 to widespread acclaim. Eater, a 
prominent food publication, named it 
Best New Food Truck of the Year.

A Star News profile published 
in February heaped praise on the 
restaurant’s savvy blend of Italian and 

Roberto Hernandez Guerrero worked at many of Portland’s best restaurants — including Beast, Andina and Pizzeria Otto — before opening Reeva 
in 2022. (Photo courtesy Reeva)

STAR NEWSH

Roseway neighbors raise support, 
funding for beloved pizza cart owner 
Authorities prevent   
Reeva’s Roberto  
Hernandez Guerrero 
from re-entering  
U.S. from Mexico

“His absence leaves a hole in our community.”
Chris Hansen, Roseway Neighborhood Association president

– CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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Portland, OR 97212

REAL ESTATE

Windermere
WINDERMERE REALTY TRUST
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windermere.com
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 Let me help you with the biggest 
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3rd  generation Northeast Portlander
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Mexican flavors, saying it offered “some of the 
most original pizza Portland has ever seen.” 
The spot became particularly well-known for 
its pizzelada — a creative take on a Honduran 
“baleada,” or flour tortilla stuffed with various 
toppings. 

Demian said the ordeal has been particularly 
hard for Roberto’s wife and restaurant partner 

Roseva Alcerro. While Roberto is away, she’s 
had to become sole parent for the couple’s 
two young children, who are 5 years old and 6 
months old. The family lives just a few blocks 
from the now-shuttered restaurant.

Demian said family members are keeping 
in close contact with Roberto by phone, and 
they’ll continue doing all they can in coming 
months to reunite him with his family and the 
Roseway community.

The family is shattered, he said. But “we hold 
onto hope for the future.”

Reeva
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

It’s always been a visual landmark on 
Northeast Wistaria Drive — the 1928 
turreted English Tudor-style house in the 

Beaumont neighborhood that anchors the big 
downhill bend at the confluence of Wistaria, 
41st Avenue and César Chávez Boulevard. The 
tower with its tip-top weather vane, 360-degree 
windows and tentlike roof dormers. The 
prominent gable ends and half-timbering. The 
brick, decorated entryway.

They don’t build them like this anymore.
For the last 30 years, the house has been in 

a downward spiral of deferred maintenance, 
overgrown 
landscaping and 
accumulating 
clutter. When the 
owner died in 
August, the home 
was cleaned out and 
transitioned into 
the hands of a trust 

administrator who put it up for sale in early 
December with a one-week period to submit 
offers. 

Listing agent Cee Webster with Neighbors 
Realty said that was a very busy week with 
more than 80 showings, hundreds of phone 
calls and many sidewalk conversations. The 
offer deadline passed Dec. 8 and the trust 
administrator has tentatively accepted one of 
the bids, which will remain under wraps until 
after closing, which will likely take place in 
early 2026.

On a website Webster created to share 
photos of the house, which you can find 
at alamedacastle.com, she explained that 
because the house is a “heavy fixer” requiring 
substantial work, it won’t qualify for financing 
and offers had to be in cash, recognizing the 
house is for sale as-is. The listing price was 
$650,000.

I was one of the interested parties to 
tour during that busy week (I had to sign a 
liability waiver just to step inside) and can 
confirm it is indeed a heavy fixer-upper. All 
the building systems will need to be replaced 
and upgraded: electrical, plumbing, heating 
and ventilation; new kitchen, new roof. Every 
surface, finish, floor and window needs TLC. 
The foundation needs attention too, perched 
as it is on the slope of the ridge. Don’t forget 
the landscaping.

While the amount of work to be done is 
staggering, so is the grace of the original 
construction and the uniqueness of so many of 
the home’s interior spaces — especially the top 
turret room.

JEWISH FAMILY FLEEING NAZI 
GERMANY MOVES IN

In some ways, the complexity of the house 
mirrors the story of its earliest years. Built in 

1928 by Jens Olsen for German immigrant 
Carl Hummel and his American wife, Anna, 
the house embodies design aspects from 
Hummel’s growing up years in Reutlingen, 
Germany.

Hummel was a tailor. He and Anna arrived 
in Portland from Quincy, Illinois, in 1907, and 
operated a tailoring, cleaning and dye business 
at Northeast 22nd and Sandy Boulevard.

In the mid-1930s, as trouble brewed in 
Germany, Hummel, then in his 60s, wanted 
to be back in his homeland. Working 
through an intermediary here in Portland, 
Hummel arranged an exchange of homes 
and businesses with a Jewish German family 
that was trying to flee to the U.S. but had 
been blocked by the German government. 
Correspondence, telegrams and other 
documents archived by the U.S. Holocaust 
Memorial Museum convey the complexity of 
the exchange.

The situation for the fleeing German family 
was becoming dire; time was running out. The 
back-and-forth correspondence is steeped 
with anxiety and barely contained impatience, 
but also with respect. If the families could 
organize a trade, neither would need to send 
money across international borders, which 
was forbidden.

Finally, in November 1936 with an 
agreement in place and papers approved, the 
Hummels moved to Germany. In early 1937, 

the very relieved Lowen family from Görlitz 
arrived in Portland as the new homeowners of 
the turret house on Wistaria, and the business 
on Sandy. They settled into Beaumont, 
became naturalized citizens and lived in the 
house for more than 30 years.

This origin story is just one of the interesting 

chapters in the nearly 100-year life of this 
house — so far.

Local historian Doug Decker shares insight that helps 
make the past more visible.  Send history-mystery 
questions or topics you’d like to know more about to 
doug@alamedahistory.org. Read more about local 
history on his blog, www.alamedahistory.org .

Beaumont turret house 
prepares for next chapter

Long decline of neighborhood 
landmark with World War II link 
offers opportunity for restoration

HISTORY MYSTERY

ASK THE HISTORIAN
By Doug Decker

The turret house as it stands today at the corner of Northeast Wistaria Drive and Cesar Chavez Boulevard. (Doug Decker)

This view from April 1935 shows the house with original 
owner Anna Hummel watering the garden. (Portland City 
Archives)

STAR COLUMNH

Learn about Northeast builders
Join Doug Decker for a public talk on the men and 
women who imagined, designed and constructed 
eastside Portland homes and businesses in the 
early to mid-1900s.

When: Saturday, Jan. 10, 10-11:30 a.m.
Where: Architectural Heritage Center, 701 S.E. 
Grand Ave.
Cost: $15 AHC members; $25 for general public
Register: Online at visitahc.org
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By Fawn Morosky
Star News contributor

Get ready to dust off your running 
shoes, set a goal or two and start 
the new year strong. North and 

Northeast Portland offer a dynamic mix of 
fitness and community spaces to help you 
start your new year health journey. Whether 
you want to break a sweat, build strength, 
find community connection or simply have 
fun with friends and family, you will find it 
close to home. 

PLANET FITNESS 
HOLLYWOOD

In the heart of the Hollywood District, 
across from the Hollywood Theatre, you 

will find the brand-new Planet Fitness. It 
occupies the old Rite Aid and Fred Meyer 
building and has lots of parking on top.

Part of the national Planet Fitness network, 
this gym embodies the brand’s signature 
“Judgement Free Zone” philosophy. It 
provides a welcoming space for all fitness 
levels. The gym is open late and offers 

a range of cardio and strength training 
equipment. 

A NEW  
YEAR 

A NEW  
YOU

Body Image Fitness, LLC
Senior and Functional 

Personal Training

5046 NE Fremont Street 
Portland, Oregon 97213

503-351-6476

lorij33@gmail.com

Lori Vance
Certified 

Personal Trainer
& Owner

Broadway Physical Therapy & 
Sports Rehabilitation, LLC

3016 NE Broadway St.
503-287-6636

www.broadwaypt.net

We are now accepting all 
Providence Plans as of December 1st

Experienced therapists 
providing individualized care 

in a friendly environment. 

If you need a little 
more structure in 
your quest for fitness, 
Inner Beast, at 3329 
N.E. Sandy Blvd., has 
personal coaches and 
individualized training. 
(Inner Beast)

Molly Sparkman is the owner of Swing State Boxing Club, 
a boutique boxing gym in the Beaumont neighborhood. 
(Swing State Boxing Club)

– CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

Flex your fitness 
muscles in 2026  

with exercise deals  
in North and  

Northeast Portland

No Hidden Costs:
We don’t raise rates

No term ContraCts: 
We don’t play games

503-235-6700 1222 SE 7th Ave
www.thinkbasispoint.com

We make 
payments 

EASy 
to take and 
your fees 
SimplE.

Mobile • E Commerce • Retail • Hospitality • ERP

See How Simple Credit Card 
Transactions Really Can Be

STAR FEATUREH

The People’s Courts on Northeast 82nd Avenue has indoor and outdoor pickleball courts and lots more for fun and fitness. 
(The People’s Courts)  
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STAR FEATUREH

With round-the-clock access, a wide variety of weights and cardio equipment and 
a friendly atmosphere at Hollywood Fitness, there’s no excuse not to get healthy 
this year. (Hollywood Fitness)

COST: Membership starts at $15 a month. ADDRESS: 
1814 N.E. 41st Ave. WEBSITE: planetfitness.com/
gyms/portland-hollywood-or PHONE: 971-300-4740

HOLLYWOOD FITNESS

Looking for something more intimate 
and personal? Hollywood Fitness is a 

smaller, locally owned fitness center that has 
been a part of Portland’s fitness landscape for 
decades. Hollywood Fitness offers 24/7 access, 
a variety of cardio machines, free weights and 

strength stations. Members will enjoy the 
friendly, community-focused atmosphere. 

DX90 is Hollywood Fitness’ exclusive new 
training program built for busy Portlanders. 
Tailored for those who want real results 
without living in the gym. Just three  30-minute 
workouts a week, 90 minutes total, is all 
it takes to get started and stay healthy. 
Members can choose PDX90 Group Training 
for coached, small-group accountability, 
or PDX90 Workouts which are trainer-built 

programs delivered through our app for those 
with full schedules or who prefer to train 
independently.

COST: $19/month for adult membership. Free day trials 
available. ADDRESS: 5223 N.E. Sandy Blvd. WEBSITE: 
hollywoodfitness.net PHONE: 503-281-4776

INNER BEAST

If you are looking for personalized 
coaching and individualized strength-

building, check out Inner Beast. Rather than 

just equipment, Inner Beast offers structured 
strength and conditioning programs 
designed to help people move better, get 
stronger and build confidence.  

Inner Beast provides hands-on coaching, 
semi-private training options and an emphasis 
on functional movement. If you are serious 
about long-term gains, a serious fitness 
program and a supportive community setting, 

– CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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STAR FEATUREH

then Inner Beast is worth checking out.

COST: $525/month for semi-private, six-month training 
package ADDRESS: 3329 N.E. Sandy Blvd. WEBSITE: 
innerbeastpdx.com PHONE: 831-521-8775

SWING STATE BOXING

Get into the swing of things in the new 
year with a membership to Swing State 

Boxing. Swing State is a boutique boxing 
gym with a mantra that says: We don’t want 
to fight, we want to be your BFF — as in your 
spot for boxing, fitness and fun. The classes 
pack a punch in terms of a workout while 
also offering opportunities to make friends 
and build community in the Beaumont 
neighborhood.

COST: $100/five-pack of classes ADDRESS: 4803 N.E. 
Fremont St. WEBSITE: swingstateboxing.com PHONE: 
971-235-9344

THE PEOPLE’S COURTS

Anybody who says fitness can’t be fun 
clearly hasn’t visited The People’s Court, 

a sprawling 48,000-square-foot indoor/
outdoor entertainment center that merges 
sports, games and food. The People’s Court 

includes pickleball courts, bocce, pingpong, 
cornhole and even disc golf. It’s a place to 
meet new and old friends, host events or try 
a new hobby. Whether you’re dropping in 
for a quick game or spending an evening in 
a lively, playful atmosphere, The People’s 
Corts makes movement fun for everyone.

COST: $145/month for unlimited play, adult 
membership ADDRESS: 2700 N.E. 82nd Ave. WEBSITE: 
thepeoplescourts.com PHONE: 503-455-4843

U.S. WEST COAST TAE 
KWON DO HOLLYWOOD

Interested in martial arts? Hollywood is 
home to a top-notch training facility in the 

old Oregon State Bank building at Northeast 
42nd and Sandy Boulevard. Heading up the 
program is Grand Master Diwaker “Dan” 
Maharjan, an eighth degree Oregon Black Belt 
and globally recognized trainer and coach. 

While the facility is often packed with kids 
who are interested in the practice, options 
are available for teens, adults and aspiring 
instructors as well. 

COST: Inquire for rates. Free trial class available. 

ADDRESS: 4200 N.E. Sandy Blvd. WEBSITE: www.
portlandtaekwondo.com PHONE: 503-284-7843

NORTHEAST 
COMMUNITY CENTER

Complementing traditional gyms and 
studios is the Northeast Community 

Center — a neighborhood treasure 
celebrating 20 years. NECC offers aquatics, 
adult fitness and movement classes, 

youth programs, art and more — all in a 
community-centered atmosphere. 

Its mission is to “strengthen community 
bonds and promote equitable access to 
recreation and well-being.” The Northeast 
Community Center has a wide selection of 
classes seven days a week and membership 
packages that fit different budgets. 

COST: $71/month for adult membership. Youth, senior, 
couple and family discounts available. ADDRESS: 

Inner Beast on Northeast 38th Avenue puts an emphasis on functional movement. (Inner Beast) 

There are activities for everyone in the family to stay active this winter at the Northeast Community Center. (NECC)  
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Shout out...
★ A neighbor who helped out
★ A business that did right 
★ An organization that stepped up

Scan the QR Code or visit www.star-news.info
to link you to an online form:
★ Give us up to 50 words 
★ Plus a photo  and 
★ $20 by Jan 15
and we’ll print your shoutout in 
the February Star News 
for all your neighbors to see!

StarH
THE HOLLYWOOD

HHNEWS

Roberto Villalobos is a barber who does it 
all! In addition to running beloved Fisticuts, 
he serves on the Hollywood Boosters board, 
holds a pilot’s license and is an actor with 
membership in the Screen Actors Guild. Visit 
him at Fisticuts at 4612 NE Sandy Blvd., 
where you can experience a “hair-aoke” 
sing-a-long while getting a cut. 
— Nominated by Heidi Settlemier of Hollywood

Dedication • Integrity • Results

Your Neighborhood  Realtor 
focused on achieving Your Goals

www.lenorelatour.com
Call me: 503.888.8576

llatour@windermere.com

LENORE LATOUR

LATOUR
REAL ESTATE

Real Estate Broker

4303 NE Fremont St. • 503-281-4406 • www.beaumonthardware.com
Open Seven Days Week • Mon-Fri 8-6 • Sat & Sun 9-5

Beaumont Hardware
Winter is Here!

Maintaining our Community with Care

We have everything to 
keep you safe, warm 

and entertained!
Shovels, de-icers, 

insulation,
space heaters, sleds!

1630 N.E. 38th Ave. WEBSITE: necommunitycenter.org 
PHONE: 503-284-3377

CYCLEBAR 

Want a fast-paced, high-intensity 
cardio workout? Consider visiting the 

CycleBar’s newest location on North Williams. 
From foundational rides for beginners 
to more advanced performance classes, 
CycleBar “blends motivating music, engaging 
instructors and performance tracking tech.” 
Overall, CycleBar offers a fun and dynamic 
way to boost your fitness routine.

COST: $89/month for four rides. One free ride to all 
new riders. ADDRESS: 3460 N. Williams Ave. WEBSITE: 
cyclebar.com/location/overlook PHONE: 971-247-3884

BODY IMAGE FITNESS

Owner Lori Vance offers personal 
training with an emphasis on functional 

training, strength, balance and mobility. 
She specializes in fitness for middle-age and 
senior folks, and works with people who have 
physical limitations. During her own fitness  
journey, Vance has survived breast cancer 
and a heart attack. She is trained in CPR, AED 
and first-daid and has a defibrillator on site.

COST: $450-$950 personal training, 10-session 
package; $400-$800 senior partner training, 10 
session package; free initial consultation. ADDRESS: 
5046. N.E. Fremont St. WEBSITE: bodyimagefitness.net 
PHONE: 503-351-6476

ECO-FRIENDLY
DRY CLEANING

& LAUNDRY
4300 NE Sandy Blvd.

503-249-0186

20% OFF
DRAPERIES • SLEEPING BAGS • TABLE CLOTHS

BED SPREADS • BLANKETS • COMFORTERS
Incoming Orders, not available for same day service. With this coupon • Exp. 1/31/26

10% OFF
Custom Tailoring & Alterations
Incoming Orders, not available for same day service 

With this coupon • Exp. 1/31/26

★
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 ★

★
 S

TA
R 

CL
IP

S 
★

20% OFF
Dry Cleaning

Incoming Orders, not available for same day service 
With this coupon • Exp. 1/31/26

TIE’S

Lori Vance at Body Image Fitness specializes in personal training for rmiddle-age and senior clients. (Body Image Fitness)  

ANTIQUE ALLEY
Since 1985

2000 NE 42nd Street
503-287-9848

Come in 
from the 

cold & find 
something 

fun!

Antiques
Collectable 

Eclectic 

Sunlan  Lighting

Visit Sunlan Light Playroom
& see Full Spectrum Light

3901 N Mississippi Ave
503-281-0453
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By Riley Stevenson
Star News contributor 

Don’t let the butter and sugar deceive 
you. Baking is as challenging as 
it is sweet. It’s a maddening craft 

requiring militaristic precision, overnight 
shifts and a tolerance for monotony. 

Even at the lowest levels, there’s math. 
At the highest, a slew of potential pitfalls: 
broken-down ovens, stubborn dough, 
skyrocketing chocolate and vanilla prices. 
It takes a lot of effort to make consistently 
good pastries and keep the lights on.

Despite the challenge, Northeast Portland 
is blessed with a number of top-tier 
bakeries. The Star News’ Tony Greiner 
introduced readers to several stand-out 
Broadway bakeries in the November issue. 

I recommend adding these two tiny shops 
to any local list — one old, one new. Each, 
punching above their square footage to 
bring neighbors some of the best baked 
goods in town.

BAKESHOP

L ocated on Northeast Sandy Boulevard 
near Case Study Coffee and Du’s Grill, 

Bakeshop is a sophisticated bakery with a 
nondescript name and a storefront so small 
you might just miss it. 

Led by Kim Boyce, James Beard award-
winning author of “Good to the Grain,” 
there’s a clear religiosity to the bakery’s 
technique and refinement: uniform scones, 
mesmerizing swirled croissants, even-
handed flavors.

Over the past 15 years, Boyce and her 
team have built a baked-goods empire 
that extends from nationwide delivery to 
local New Seasons shelves. This, despite 
operating out of a space where square 
footage is prioritized for stand mixers and 
proofing ovens not cafe tables or even an 

espresso machine.
Choosing is total agony. Do you go with 

the lauded, twice-baked almond croissant 
with its powdered sugar exterior and rich 
almond paste? Or the Basque cheesecake 
that rivals Urdaneta’s on Northeast Alberta 
Street? 

If you’re me, you’re opting for the figgy 
buckwheat scone or a kouign amann, a 
golden caramelized bun (pronounced 
“queen uh-MAHN”).

The plain croissant makes an excellent 
control, showcasing Boyce’s talent. Take a 
bite and its flaky layers will disappear on 

STAR FEATUREH

1925 NE 42nd Ave Ste F, Portland, OR 97213
In the US Bank parking lot, across from Dania Furniture

NOW

OPEN

VEGAN • DAIRY-FREE • GLUTEN FREE • NUT FREE

$5.00 
OFF

Any Large 
Pizza

Blind Onion Pizza & Pub

cannot be combined with any other offer

Monday Special 
Family Pizza Night
Buy 1 Large Pizza 

Get 1 Small 
Cheese Pizza 

FREE
Blind Onion Pizza & Pub

cannot be combined with any other offer
With this coupon • Expires 1/31/26

RESOLUTION #1RESOLUTION #1

EAT MORE 
BLIND ONION 

PIZZA 
THIS YEAR!

HAPPY 

2026!

Check us out on facebook - blind onion pizza & pub portland

3345  NE Broadway 
503.284.2825

6031 SE Belmont St.
503.954.2189

www.blindonion.com

NORTHEAST BAKERIES ARE 
ON THE RISE 

Bakeshop and Tiny Love make the case  
for croissants, scones, muffins and more

Photos above and 
left: With year-round 
favorites and a 
changing seasonal 
menu that might 
include Pain aux 
Chocolat and Fruit 
Parisians, Bakeshop, at 
5351 N.E. Sandy Blvd.,   
caters to the individual 
customer as well as 
nationwide retailers.

(Bakeshop)

– CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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Aunt Tillie’s Deli & Pub

Homemade sandwiches, soups & salads
We serve beer & wine!

2000 NE 42nd Avenue • 503-281-1834 
Mon-Fri: 9:30am-7pm • Sat: 10am-5pm

ORDER ONLINE: 
 www.aunttilliesdeli.org

Hollywood’s Hidden Gem!
Inside the 42nd St. Station

Come in and celebrate with 
Daily Soup Specials. 

Clam Chowder & Chili every Friday! 

January is National 
Soup Month!

« Packing & Shipping 
« Print Center
« Notary Public
« Freight LTL
« Passport Photos
« Mailbox Rentals
« Office Supplies
« Shredding

1631 NE Broadway St.
Portland, OR 97232
503-284-6092
postalannexpdx
@gmail.com

Mon-Fri: 8am-7pm « Sat: 9am-5pm « Sun: 12pm-5pm

❖  3rd Generation Family Realtor
❖  5 Star Professional Realtor Award 2011-2026
❖  Grant High School Alum and Hollywood  
      Boosters Association Member
❖  Experienced, Knowledgeable and Trustworthy

503.307.1502
alamedarealtypdx@gmail.com
www.AlamedaRealtyPDX.com

Heidi Settlemier
Owner l Principal Broker 

Portland’s Home Girl

REALTY, LLC
The Results Company

Resolve to Buy or Sell  
Your Home this Year!

your tongue like a 
buttery Listerine 
strip; gone before you 
can blink.

Don’t miss the 
specials or the 
holiday preorders. 
Favorites have 
included champagne 
mango upside-
down coconut cake, 
brown butter apple 
hand pies, and grab-and-go frozen butter 
croissants.

ADDRESS: 5351 N.E. Sandy Blvd. HOURS: 8 a.m.-1 
p.m. Wednesday-Sunday for walk-in orders WHAT TO 
ORDER: Figgy Buckwheat Scone, Almond Croissant, and 
Burnt Basque Cheesecake

TINY LOVE BAKERY

If you’ve never been to Tiny Love Bakery, 
I’m sure you’ve at least seen the line; 

the one that snakes 
down Northeast 
42nd, filled with 
customers awaiting 
a midmorning 
breakfast sandwich. 
You may have 
wondered if it’s worth 
the wait.

It is.
In the world of 

breakfast sandwiches, 
the ideal carb strikes a fiery debate: is it a 
bagel, Texas Toast, biscuit? Tiny Love makes 
a worthy argument for the English muffin. 
Theirs, a plush puck with a distinguishable 
cornmeal crumb.

The sandwich can be ordered in a variety 
of combinations like the Curry Coconut 

Every day, bakers 
work on various 

stages of Bakeshop’s 
four-day croissant 
process — truly a 

labor of love.

(Bakeshop)

– CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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SERVING NE PORTLAND FOR 15 YEARS

4000 NE Sandy Blvd Portland, OR 97212

503-477-4074 •  info@rivercityeye.com

www.rivercityeye.com

FAMILY EYECARE IN HOLLYWOOD

At River City Eye, we offer comprehensive eye care services 
tailored to meet your unique needs. From thorough eye 
exams and precise contact lens fittings to personalized dry eye 
treatments and comprehensive eye disease management, our 
goal is to be here for all your eye care needs.

HAND PICKED EYEGLASS SELECTION

Our boutique optical is dedicated to providing quality in both 
manufacturing and design, with hand-made frame lines sourced 
from France, England, Japan, and Spain. Each frame is chosen by 
our team for its quality and unique story.

Myopia 
Management

Eye Disease Diagnosis 
and Management

Neurolens

Comprehensive
Eye Exams

Dry Eye Diagnosis 
& Treatment

Egg, with coconut flakes, 
red curry aioli, sweet 
potato and asiago fresco. 
The egg and sausage, a 
more traditional option, 
is reminiscent of a 
smashburger — thanks 
to the gooey American 
cheese and housemade 
sausage patties.

Tiny Love is window-
service only, meaning 
everything must be taken 
to-go. How far you make it before ripping 
into the tin foil-wrapped sandwich is an 
exercise of willpower. I’d love to know if you 
make it more than a block.

Tiny Love’s full menu is reminiscent of 
home cooking: scones, quiche, breakfast 
cookies, granola. Unsurprising, considering 

owner Julie Barrette 
was a home baker with 
a business degree just 
a few years ago. This is 
her first solo venture; 
a fresh one at that, 
having opened in April. 
Like any new business 
owner, she’s been 
experimenting with what 
works: is it lunch-time 
sandwiches and salads? 
More breakfast sandwich 

options? Gluten-free pastries?
Time and customer demand will tell.

ADDRESS: 5124 N.E. 42nd Ave. WHAT TO ORDER: Egg 
and sausage biscuit sandwich, financiers and granola.

 Find more places to eat and drink from 
Riley Stevenson at pdxrecs.substack.com

Mosey up to Tiny Love’s 
window in the Cully 
neighborhood for an 
array of sandwiches, 
baked goods and 
coffee, with ingredients 
that are responsibly 
sourced.

(Tiny Love Bakery)
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CCB# 42219
www.tomleachroofing.net

Christmas gnome Maximillion is seen with 
the latest issue of the Star News. Max 

arrives each Dec. 1 and moves to different 

locations in columnist Michael Wright’s home 
through New Year’s Day. When the kids in his 
extended family come to visit, they put Max in 
surprising locations ... a game of hide and go 
seek gnome.
(Michael Wright)

Star sighting Where did you spot the Star? 
Send a photo with a short blurb 
(3-5 sentences), your name and 
neighborhood to editorial@star-
news.info and it might be featured 
in an upcoming issue!

I’m your local 
Providence Medicare 
Advantage expert.
Contact me to set up a 
personalized appointment.

H9047_2023SLS15_C

By calling this number you will 
be directed to a contracted, 
independent licensed agent 
authorized to sell products for 
Providence Medicare Advantage 
Plans.

Need  help with  
Medicare? 

Emmett Dooney

503-206-5654

medicare@ddibenefits.com

503-206-4080
medicare@ddibenefits.com

I’m your local 
Providence 
Medicare 
Advantage 
expert.

Contact me to set up a
personalized appointment.

Emmett Dooney

Save money on your 
prescription drugs with 
Extra Help. Find out 
if you qualify. 
We’re here to help.
By calling this number you will be 
directed to a contracted independent 
licensed agent authorized to sell 
products for Providence Medicare 
Advantage Plans.
H9047_2023SLS15_C

Need help with
Medicare?

Check our website
for specials!

503-288-2925
East end of 

Broadway Bridge

Rose Quarter

503-284-8111
1130 NE 28th Ave
Behind Fred Meyer

East

3 Locations
Serving the Eastside Portland Areas

USTORENW.COM

Ask about rent rate 
specials for new renters!

Central City
503-236-0999

1111 SE 12th Ave
South of Morrison Ave

Residential / Commercial

On-site managers

BUILDING MATERIALS
ANY PROJECT LARGE OR SMALL
FAMILY STYLE CUSTOMER SERVICE
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

MOULDINGS • HARDWARE 
INSULATION • DECK SEALERS

DELIVERY SERVICE • CUSTOM CUTTING
SPECIAL ORDERS

7609 SE STARK ST. • PORTLAND, OR 97215
PH: 503.254.7387 • FAX: 503-254.7663

www.mrplywoodinc.com

For over 60 years, Mr. Plywood has been 
providing the Portland community with the 

best hardware and lumber products

Office Space for Lease
4415 NE Sandy Blvd, Suite 200

Located in the 
heart of the 

Hollywood Business 
District. Suite 200 
is a 2nd flr office. 

Abundance of windows & natural light. 
Access via common lobby.

• Approx 1375 sq. ft.: 
• Open space & conference room
• $1,975/month
• Exterior signage available

Contact building owner Ed Medak
Medak Properties LLC 
503-516-7264

STAR FEATUREH
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Friends Jenn Gauer (left) and Meghan Radick met at Lincoln High School in the 1990s and have been creating pottery together for 
more than 20 years. (Jenn Gauer) 

Happy 2026, Star News 
readers! From handcrafted 
pottery and inclusive 
bookstores to nationally-

acclaimed restaurants, this whimsical 
corner of Northeast Portland will 
inspire you to try something new — 
New Year’s resolution or not!

GLAZE

The next time you’re walking down 
Southeast Stark do 

not glaze over Glaze, 
an adorable gift shop 
and pottery studio.

Co-owners Jenn 
Gauer and Meghan 
Radick met at Lincoln 
High School in the 
1990s, and have been 
friends ever since. 

The duo have been 
creating pottery together for 
more than 20 years, but it wasn’t until 
2023 they decided to take their business 

one step further and open the store. 
Now they run JaMpdx Ceramics, which 
is their pottery business, and Glaze, a 
customer-facing store in Montavilla. 
Gauer is the house potter while Radick 
decorates. She worked as a cake 
decorator for 15 years and still gets 
inspiration from pastry arts. 

“Inspiration is everywhere!” Radick 
said. “We are inspired by the seasons, 
by nature, by holidays and celebrations 
and by combining 

unexpected 
elements from our 
other crafts.”
While they’re 

known for whimsical, 
bright designs that 

involve cutely placed 
ladybugs and lilies 

of the valley on 
teapots, cake platters and 

dishware, Radick says some of 
their most popular designs incorporate 

BY MAGGIE GRAINGER
MAGGIEGRAINGER@STAR-NEWS.INFO

Making magic
With lots of new and seasoned 
businesses to explore, this lively 
neighborhood is always worth a visit 

cozy sweaters
pretty dresses

great tops
stylish pants & jeans

January
Clothing Sale

4210 NE Fremont Street
Mon-Sat 10-6 & Sun 10-5
@thearrangementpdx
503.287.4440

The Arrangement

30 - 50% OFF

– CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

 IN MONTAVILLA

STAR BLOCK X BLOCKH
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more colorful words, mainly one that starts 
with the letter “F.”

“We are delighted that our profane pottery 
line resonates with so many people,” Radick 
said. “These mugs are ones that we try to keep 
in stock and always seem to need to make 
more.”

In addition to making pottery on-site, the 
duo highlights other local artisans with gift 
ideas throughout the store.

“We love Portland and the artistic 
community here,” Gauer said. “We have 
curated our shop to feature things we love 
and things that are locally made, designed 

and/or sourced, with thought given to what 
combines well with our ceramics.”

Customers can browse chocolates, cards, 
soaps, lotions and tea to pair with their 
handcrafted teapots. Visit their website for 
more details on upcoming events.

ADDRESS: 7821 S.E. Stark St. WEBSITE: Glazepdx.
com INSTAGRAM: @glazepdx DON’T MISS: January 
workshops focused on making your own charcuterie 
board, winter mug or cute heart dish, just in time for 
Valentine’s Day. To learn more and sign up, visit  
jampdx.com.

Jenn Gauer is the potter at Glaze while Meghan Radick finds inspiration from her days working at a bakery to come up with 
the designs. In addition to their own creations, the pair feature locally made, designed and sourced products. (Jenn Gauer)

STAR BLOCK X BLOCKH

– CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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ENDLESS WONDERS 
BOOKSTORE

Like many avid readers, Zo Nicole and 
Mags Burke often dreamed of owning 

their own bookstore one day. This June that 
dream became a reality when they opened 
Endless Wonders Bookstore inside the 
Hungry Hearts Bakery.

“I think I had always romanticized the 
idea of working in a bookstore or opening 
a bookstore,” Nicole said. “I was working 
remotely and was ready to do something that 
I felt like had a more direct impact on my 
local community.”

The shop, which seeks to amplify 
marginalized voices, started as a pop-up, 
but quickly grew in popularity and is now a 
permanent fixture. 

“Our mission for Endless Wonders Books 
is to connect readers to diverse books and to 
their communities,” Nicole said. “We believe 
that seeing ourselves represented in media 
in general and literature in particular makes 
a huge difference in our own development as 
a person. We also believe that reading stories 
from communities or identities different than 
our own increases empathy and can help 
combat negative stereotypes and biases.”

Nicole says hard part of the job is 
picking out which books to feature in 
the shop because they get so many great 
recommendations.

 “It is so hard to choose books for such a 
small space, but it is one of my favorite parts 
of the job. We exclusively carry books written 
by or featuring marginalized communities, so 
that helps.” Nicole says. 

“We’re lucky to be in such a literary 
powerhouse of a city like Portland. We have so 
many amazing local authors and it has been 
a dream to meet and get to work with some of 
them.”

They say one of their goals for this year is to 

host more local author book fairs and events.
“When we vended at the Montavilla Street 

Fair this summer, we met so many people who 
were so excited at the possibility of having a 

STAR BLOCK X BLOCKH

What’s the rush? You work hard for your money and  
deserve professional advice. We’re independent agents,  
we do the shopping for you. Your financial future  
depends upon thoughtful risk evaluation and  
recommendations, not somebody’s hasty decisions  
concerned about a stopwatch!

AUTO  |  HOME  |  BUSINESS

Protecting your financial security should 
take more than 15 minutes.

Let’s talk! 

Susie Ames Brian Timm
1615 NE Broadway  |  503.288.8818  |  www.timmco.com

timmco 15 minutes ad HS 2020.qxp_Layout 1  12/10/20  2:28 PM  Page 1

TODD’S TAX
PREPARATION AND 

PLANNING, LLC
Accepting new clients.

Todd Ritter, Enrolled AgentTodd Ritter, Enrolled Agent
503-348-9524503-348-9524

ttoddtaxprep@gmail.comttoddtaxprep@gmail.com
www.toddstaxprep.comwww.toddstaxprep.com

Endless Wonders is nestled inside the Hungry Heart Bakery 
in Montavilla. (Endless Wonders Bookstore)

Zo Nicole, left, and Mags Burke always loved bookstores. Now, as co-owners of Endless Wonders Bookstore, they connect 
readers to diverse books, amplifying marginalized voices. (Endless Wonders Bookstore)

– CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

Get reading!
Looking to dive into a good book in the new year? 
Nicole and Burke currently recommend:

n “The Lilac People” by Milo Todd.

n “One Day, Everyone Will Have Always Been 
Against This” by Omar El Akkad

n “The Monk and Robot” duology by Becky 
Chambers

n “Disability Visibility and Disability Intimacy” 
edited by Alice Wong
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The sounds of life, love, 
and family are important every day, 
not just during the Holiday Season!

DON’T MISS OUT!

Schedule your hearing evaluation today.

bookstore in the neighborhood. Montavilla is 
such a community-oriented neighborhood 
and we just generally love the vibe and 
community. People have been so welcoming 
and gracious, and we are so honored to be 
part of a wonderful community.”

ADDRESS: 414 S.E. 80th Ave. WEBSITE: 
endlesswondersbooks.com INSTAGRAM:  
@endlesswondersbooks DON’T MISS: Analog Sundays 
give people the chance to carve out some offline time 
and connect with others. 

YAOWARAT

Yaowarat Road, the main artery of 
Chinatown in Bangkok, Thailand, comes 

vividly to life at this acclaimed Stark Street 
restaurant, which opened in 2023.

“(Yaowarat Road) is a dense, lit-up stretch 
packed with gold shops, shrines, traffic and 
some of the most famous street food in the 
city,” said co-owner Eric Steven Nelson. 
“It’s loud. It’s cramped. It can be smelly. It’s 
chaotic. And it’s deeply communal more than 
anything.”

Nelson says his team — which includes co-
owners Akkapong “Earl” Ninsom, Kyle Linden 
Webster and Sam Smith — wanted to capture 
the spirit of the street by overwhelming their 
clientele’s senses the minute they walk in.

“We want loud banging woks, music a 
little louder than normal, lights darker, tables 
cramped together. We want smoke and steam 
and chatter and excitement,” Nelson said. 
“Most of all we want to invite Portland to trip 
along with us in our culinary exploration 
of one of the world’s most incredible 
neighborhoods.”

Since opening three years ago, Yaowarat has 
been named Best Restaurant in Portland 2024 
by Portland Monthly and profiled by the The 
New York Times among other accolades. 

“No matter the award, we’re just glad our 
guests vibe with us and felt how personal and 
transportive the experience of Yaowarat was 
meant to be,” Nelson said. 

Ready to transport yourself halfway around 
the world without leaving Rose City? 

Nelson says restaurant goers should 
definitely start off their culinary adventure 
with their chive cakes, which are fried twice so 
the outside is crispy crunchy, and the inside is 
this really luscious mochi texture.

“Dip these little flippers into a salty and sour 

black soy and vinegar sauce,” he recommends. 
“There’s variations and shapes all over 
Bangkok, but we had this style that was cut into 
cubes and crispy at a little stall off the main 
strip in Yaowarat. Every table needs an order.”

Other standout dishes include the pickled 
cabbage salad that Nelson says is like a Thai 
version of kimchi, but a little brighter and 
more sour. 

“We toss those with an unapologetic 
amount of Thai chilies, onions, celery, crispy 
fried dried shrimp, fish sauce and lime,” he 
said. “It’s the perfect foil to our rich noodle 
dishes and curries.”

Room for a main course? Their Kuay Teow 
Kua Gai — rice noodles and chicken cooked 
in pork fat, laid over leaf lettuce and topped 
with a steamed egg, chili vinegar, sugar, dried 
chilies and scallion is another standout.

“Easily a dish I’ve eaten my weight in and 

one I’ll never get tired of,” Nelson said. “It’s our 
best-selling dish and we can’t make them fast 
enough. 

 “The idea is that people leave a little dazed, 
crazy full, energized by the chaos and feeling 
like they got briefly dropped into another city, 
then taken care of in a way that still feels very 
Portland and very neighborhood.”

Speaking of neighborhoods, Nelson says 
the Montavilla community has been beyond 
receptive to what they are trying to do.

“I love this community,” he said. “They’ve 
welcomed us and we’re so thankful we’re 
becoming a neighborhood spot. It is every 
restaurateur’s dream to open a space that 
can become a part of the beating heart of the 
neighborhood it’s in.” 

ADDRESS: 7937 S.E. Stark St. WEBSITe: yaowaratpdx.
com INSTAGRAM: @yaowaratpdx DON’T MISS: Guay 
Job, a Thai noodle soup, is back on the menu.

Chive cakes are crispy, chewy and served with a black soy 
and vinegar dipping sauce.  

The cocktail lineup changes regularly, but most have fun 
names and interesting ingredients such as You Had Me at 
Guava, made with vodka, cronan, banana, guava and lime.  

Khao Phat Tha Le melds shrimp, squid, crab, Thai basil, egg, 
cucumber, lime and prik nam pla.

The dark, red, noisy interior lends an exotic vibe to Yaowarat, recallingthe main drag of Chinatown in Bangkok, Thailand. 
(Photos courtesy of Yaorawat)



18   THE STAR NEWS WWW.STAR-NEWS.INFO: SERVING NORTHEAST AND NORTH PORTLAND NEIGHBORHOODS  January 2026

Bicycle theft, unfortunately, is common 
in North and Northeast Portland and 
around the country. For many people, 

losing a bike can upend their life, especially 
if it’s their only means of transportation for 
getting to work, buying groceries or going to 
visit family.

Fortunately for me, a bicycle is a “like to 
have” and not a “must have.” 

Still, it's a bit of a shock when you discover 
your bike missing — especially when you’re a 
newspaper writer with a column focused on 
pedal power!

Back in late September, I did something 
I rarely do and left my bicycle unlocked 
outside a small business on Northeast 34th 
Avenue and Killingsworth Street. It was a big 
mistake and I acknowledge my complicity. 
I unwittingly created a midday “crime of 
opportunity.” A nearby thief took advantage 
and snatched my beloved racing bike.

If this happens to you, here are a few things 
I learned about what to do next. 

Create a poster and distribute it 
throughout the neighborhood. In my  
case, I offered a $250 reward with “No 
Questions Asked.” My theory was that even 
the thief might see an opportunity to make a 
quick buck 

File a police report and include the 

bicycle’s serial number. Strike two for me. 
When I received the bike a dozen years ago I 
took a photo of the serial number and saved it 
in iPhoto. I must have inadvertently erased it 
as I was cleaning up files over the years. 

Check out Project529. My friend Ruben 
Alvarado at the Community Cycling Center 
on Northeast Alberta Street guided me to 

a website called Project529.com. This site 
allows you to post information about any lost 
or stolen bike. You provide photographs, any 
defining features (decals, stickers, scratches), 
the serial number, date, time and location 
of the theft. They enter these into a North 
America-wide database and link to your local 
police report. 

Consider BikeDetective. Project529 has 
an additional service called BikeDetective. 
For $25, they monitor all reseller sites, 
including eBay, Facebook Marketplace, 
Craigslist and others. They have created an 
AI-driven algorithm comparing your bike 
to any listed for sale and send the listing 
details daily for any 75% or better match. Last 
month, a match for my bicycle appeared on 
Craigslist. It was for sale less than five miles 
from the site of the theft. It was a dead ringer, 
right down to the brand of new tires I had 
installed two years ago. 

Call the non-emergency Portland Police 
Bureau line. While the city eliminated its 
bike theft task force in 2023 due to budget 
cuts, there’s still a police process if you call. 
First thing, they discourage you from dealing 
with the stolen bike on your own for safety. 
Next, they ask you to contact the seller, 
arrange a time at a neutral, busy location. 
Then you are asked to call the 311 line and 
give the police a minimum of two hours’ 
notice and (provided they don’t receive 
a last-minute emergency call) an officer 
waits near the meetup place. When you see 
your bicycle, you call 911 and the officer 
joins your meeting with the seller. If you 
can definitively identify your bike and the 
seller can’t prove how they got the bike and 
appears nervous, you get your bike back.

Stay safe as you search. One snag I found 
in the process is that you have to make the 
call or email the seller yourself. That means 
you’re giving a potential criminal a way to 
learn who you are and potentially obtain 
your home address. I asked the officer 
if he could make the call and set up an 
appointment and it was a no-go. Our PPB is 
very short-handed and petty bike theft is not 
high on their priority list, which I totally get.

So folks, I ended up with three choices: 
take the risk of revealing our home to a thief 
or accomplice; buy a burner phone (which 
seemed too “Mission Impossible” for me); 
or meet the seller independently and try to 
reclaim the bike on my own. I deliberated for 
two weeks and came to an unlikely decision. 
I decided to forgo the detective opportunity, 
and instead let the seller sell my bike to 
someone who really needs or wants one. I 
came to the conclusion I’d had a great run 
with my bike — a carbon graphite beauty! So 
I bought a new bike so I could stop wasting 
time and energy on what I decided was a 
risky proposition. 

Rather than changing the name of my 
column to “Mike on a Hike,” I am back 
cruising the Star News beat on two wheels in 
search of my next topic.

The moral of the story: Record your bike 
serial number and lock it up.

Columnist learns lesson in bike-locking the hard way
MIKE  

on a 
BIKE 

Michael Wright Left: The columnist’s 
bike, pictured 
leaning against 
the barrel, was 
stolen midday from 
outside a business 
near Northeast 
34th Avenue and 
Killingsworth Street. 
(Sally Wright)

Below: Mike hung 
a reward poster 
designed by 
George Muller on 
the neighborhood 
bulletin board at 
42nd St. Station and 
elsewhere. 

Bike recovery resources
n Bike theft FAQ: 
portland.gov/police/community/bike-theft-faq

n Bike Portland stolen bike listings:
bikeportland.org/stolenbikes

n Registration database:
Project529.com

STAR COLUMNH
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KIDSTEENSANDFAMILIES

READ TO DOGS
Thursdays in January. 3:30-4:30 p.m..

Improve your reading skills and make a new 
friend by reading aloud to a therapy dog. 
The dogs and handlers are from Alliance of 
Therapy Dogs, Dove Lewis Portland Area 
Canine Therapy Teams, Paws for Love, 
and Pet Partners®. For kids and teens. Call 
to register. Cost: Free. Gregory Heights 
Library,7921 N.E. Sandy Blvd, 503 988-5123.

MOVEMENT WORKSHOPS  
Fridays in January. 5-8 p.m. Dive into 

the performance side of dance — learning 
how to connect with the audience, build 
improvisation skills and develop self-
confidence both on and off the floor 
through technique, conditioning and 
guided freestyle. This class is built for teens 
(12-plus) and adults, at an intermediate 

level, but all dancers — no matter your 
background or experience — are encouraged 
to join. Comfortable clothing recommended. 
Cost: Free, $15 donations encouraged. Las 
Adelitas, 6735 N.E. Killingsworth St., Register 
at https://bit.ly/movement-workshops

ENJOYARTS

KINETIC SCULPTURE RECEPTION
Jan. 4. 5-8 p.m. Ronald Conrad is a surrealist 

painter and sculptor whose work blends 
transformation, consciousness, shifting 

perspectives and dream imagery.  
A recurring thread in his art is the search for 
connection with nature and the enduring 
human desire to touch the essence of 
existence. Guardino Gallery, 2939 N.E. Alberta 
St., 503-281-9048, guardinogallery.com

‘TRAITORS’ SEASON 4 
PREMIERE PARTY, GAME

Jan. 8. Doors and assignments at 5:30 
p.m. Game at 6 p.m. Show premieres at 7 
p.m. Do you have the poker face of a Traitor 
or the instincts of a Faithful? Find out at 
Portland’s ultimate immersive viewing 
experience. Play the game or just enjoy 
the season 4 premiere with a room full of 
fans. Interested in playing? Whisper the 
code “I am 100% Faithful” or “I am here 
to be recruited” at the door to play along. 
Recruitment is limited so arrive early 
to claim a role. Cost: Free. Living Room 
Wines, 4818 N. Lombard St. 503-206-5296, 
livingroomwinespdx.com

Join Tony Carnell for a five-week dance class at Las Adelitas on Northeast Killingsworth. (Heidi Duckler Dance/Northwest)

Catch your favorite “X-Files” 
characters Fox Mulder and 
Dana Scully on the big 
screen at the Hollywood 
Theatre, along with 
1990s-era ads.  
(Hollywood Theatre)

Fiber artist Kim Tepe recreates textures and shapes found in 
the natural world. It’s part Alberta Street Gallery’s “Now What 
Remains” exhibit. (Alberta Street Gallery)

To learn more:JOIN US! JOIN US!  
Providing community and support for 

older adults living in NE Portland

Intro to Volunteering: Thurs, Jan 15
Intro to Membership: Mon, Jan 19
For details visit: 
www.nevillagepdx.org/events 
or call 503.895.2750

Sh Shared space for your nonproft  
in a welcoming church community!

Our historic church is intentional about sharing space with 
groups dedicated to making a difference in our community.

What we offer
• A welcoming place, accepting 

of all people, for community, 
collaboration and connection

• Affordable rates 
• Flexible schedules, including 

evenings and weekends

• Two exclusive-use, 
1,000-square-foot spaces 

• Additional space options for 
meetings, classes, concerts, 
more 

Contact us today! 
To schedule a tour or inquire about rates and availability, contact: 

Rose City Community Collective 
Email: building@rosecitypark.org • Phone: 503-208-3547

Online: www.rosecitycommunitycollective.org
Rose City Park United Methodist Church
5830 N.E. Alameda St., Portland, OR 97213

Join us in making 
a difference!

• •

•
•

•

Shared space for your nonprofit
in a welcoming church community!

COMMUNITY 
CALENDAR

TO SUBMIT CALENDAR ITEMS

To include an item in The Star Calendar, 
send an email to calendar@star-
news.info and include the title, time, 
date, location and a short description (50 
words or less). 
Entries must be received by the 15th day 
of the month preceding the publication 
month.  Photos are welcome, but must be 
suitable for print: 300 dpi JPG. 
If sending from a smartphone, download 
the largest size. Events will be included as 
space allows.

STAR COMMUNITY CALENDARH

– CONTINUED ON PAGE 20
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STAR COMMUNITY CALENDARH

Support the

Donate or 
subscribe to help 
local news thrive 

in Northeast 
Portland!

The Hollywood

BALLET OF LIGHTS:  
‘SLEEPING BEAUTY’

Jan. 11. 3:30 p.m. and 6 p.m. Experience 
“Sleeping Beauty” like never before in this 
dazzling dance and light show. Classical 
ballet and modern technology come 
together and dancers literally light up the 
stage with glittering routines and glow-in-
the-dark costumes.  Alberta Rose Theatre, 
3000 N.E. Alberta St., 503-719-6055, 
albertarosetheatre.com

‘X-FILES’ DOUBLE FEATURE 
Jan. 21. 7:30 p.m. Catch up with old friends 

(and supernatural crime investigative duo), 
Fox Mulder (David Duchovny) and Dana 
Scully (Gillian Anderson) during this special 
showing of two classic episodes of the cult 
favorite. Added bonus: ’90s-era ads will 
play throughout the event. Cost: $10-$12. 
Hollywood Theatre, 4122 N.E. Sandy Blvd., 

503-493-1128, hollywoodtheatre.org

JAPANESE-STYLE  
BOOKBINDING WORKSHOP  

Jan 24. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Create your own 
hand-bound Japanese-style book with a 
matching custom sleeve in this immersive, 

Polina Shepherd and Psoy Korolenko’s musical collaboration is not to be missed. (Eastside Jewish Commons)

Practice the slow 
movements, deep breathing 
and meditation of Qigong 
for better balance and 
physical and mental health. 
(TaborSpace)

Ashley Vaughn &
Gilion Dumas 

503-616-5007
dumasandvaughn.com

Specializing in Claims Involving:

•   Child Sexual Abuse  and Assault
•   Intimate Partner Violence
•   Title IX
•   Defamation

7220 NE SANDY BOULEVARD
503-282-9894

TUES-FRI 8:30-5:00  SAT 8:00-3:00

ROSEWAY 
BARBER 
SHOP

KEEP AMERICA 
BEAUTIFUL ... 

GET A HAIRCUT!
CREW CUTS & FLAT 
TOPS A SPECIALTY

– CONTINUED ON PAGE 21

Head to Guardino Gallery Jan. 24 for a workshop on the art 
of Japanese bookbinding. (Guardino Gallery)



THE STAR NEWS  21   WWW.STAR-NEWS.INFO: SERVING NORTHEAST AND NORTH PORTLAND NEIGHBORHOODS  January 2026

hands-on workshop. Olivia Nogueira-
Wheaton will guide you through a range 
of elegant folding and binding techniques 
— some so sculptural they verge on 
origami — resulting in books that open and 
“explode” with dimension and surprise. 
Cost: $100. Guardino Gallery. 2939 NE 
Alberta St. 503-281-9048. guardinogallery.
com

COLLAGE ART AT ALBERTA 
STREET GALLERY

Jan. 29. 6-9 p.m. Local collage artists 
take what remains and imagine what’s 
next during the last Thursday reception, 
“Now What Remains.” Kim Tepe’s fiber art 
echoes the richness of bark and moss while 
Madeline DelBusso’s stained glass work 
adorn the windows. Runs through Feb. 23.  
Alberta Street Gallery, 1829 N.E. Alberta St., 
503-953-3314, albertastreetgallery.com

MUSICNOTES

YIDDISH, RUSSIAN CONCERT
Jan. 23. 7:30 p.m. Eastside Jewish 

Commons is presenting The Stranniki, a 
collaboration between Polina Shepherd 
and Psoy Korolenko, renowned multilingual 
artists in the Yiddish music scene for more 
than two decades. Their performance 
invites audiences into a world of sound 
shaped by migration, memory, resilience 
and emotional currents of Jewish and Slavic 
musical heritage. Cost: $25 in advance/$30 
at door. Eastside Jewish Commons, 2420 N.E. 
Sandy Blvd., EJCPDX.org 

EXPLORING EARTH SONGS WITH 
VOLCANO LISTENING PROJECT

Jan. 28. Doors at 6 p.m.; show at 7 p.m. 
The Volcano Listening Project explores 
connections between scientific research and 

artistic perspectives of volcanoes, mixing 
data science, volcanology and new music. 
This program is led by volcanologist and 
violinist Leif Karlstrom. Cost: $19.75-$52.70 
Alberta Rose Theatre, 3000 N.E. Alberta St., 
503-719-6055, albertarosetheatre.com, 

FORSENIORS

JOIN NORTHEAST VILLAGE PDX 
Jan. 19. 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Interested 

in learning about becoming a member of 
Northeast Village PDX? This intro session 
answers all your questions about the Village, 
a program that provides social events, 
activities and essential services to adults 
60 and older. Cost: Free. Rose City Park 
Methodist Church conference room, 5830 
N.E. Alameda St., 503-895-2750, info@
nevillagepdx.org

INGENERAL

DRY JANUARY FEST 
Jan. 3. 2-6 p.m. Whether you don’t drink 

alcohol, are observing Dry January or just 
want to explore all the fun non-alcoholic 
beverages have to offer, this fest is for you. 
Sample from more than 30 alcohol-free 
products, including NA wine, beer, cider, 
mocktails and a few THC products. All that, 
plus live music, food specials and board 
games. Cost: $28. McMenamins Kennedy 
School, 5736 N.E. 33rd Ave., 503-249-3983, 
mcmenamins.com/kennedy-school

QIGONG CLASS
Jan. 10. 9-10 a.m. Discover the self-

empowering practice of Qigong (chee 

STAR COMMUNITY CALENDARH

January 29 - February 14
www.trianglepro.org or 503-239-5919 • 1785 NE Sandy Blvd.

You may THINK you know  the story about Gert Boyle and the history of  Columbia Sportswear but you just 
wait! Lucille Lortel nominee playwright Donnie who has been instrumental on bringing many historical figures 

stories to the stage like Walter W. Cole/Darcelle, Tonya Harding, Jim Pepper now brings the true life story 
of  Gert Boyle aka “One Tough Mother”. Featuring Wendy Westerwelle as Gert and Paula Gunness as the 

interviewer who helps bring the story to the forefront

COMING COMING 
JANUARY 29JANUARY 29THTH

The Gert Boyle Story

by Donnie

Head to Alberta Rose Jan. 11 for a dazzling “Sleeping Beauty” reimagined with illuminated costumes. (Alberta Rose Theatre)

– CONTINUED ON PAGE 22
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• Tree Trimming
• Tree Removal
• Shaping
• Health & Safety
• Storm Damage

Tree Masters, Inc.

Thomas A. Burke
ISA Certified Arborist®

PN-8913A 

Free Estimates
503-771-4061

treemastersestimates@gmail.com
treemastertreeservice.com

CCB#159995 • Licensed Bonded & Insured

Tree Masters, Inc.

385 First St. Ste 217 Lake Oswego OR  I  503-406-4776  I  paulsoncoletti.com

THE FACTS:
• Targeted, local audience of neighbors 
   and homeowners.

• Mailed directly to homes each month.

• Readership of over 30, 000.

• Hyperlocal content your customers  
  and prospects are READING.

• Extended shelf life:  Your message has 
  STAYING POWER.

Advertise your service-based 
business in this section for 
as little as $90 per month. 

503-282-9392  • advertise@star-news.info • www.star-news.info

NEWSStarTHE HOLLYWOOD

gung). One of the world’s oldest and most 
complete systems of healing, harness the 
power of movement to cultivate vitality. As 
the basis for all martial arts, students build 
inner strength and steadiness and relaxation 
methods. Cost: $15 TaborSpace, 5441 S.E. 
Belmont St., 503-961-2242, BuildingQi.com

ROSEWAY DISTRICT 3 TOWN 
HALL COMMUNITY MEETING

Jan. 27. 7-9 p.m. The Roseway 
Neighborhood Association will host a special 
community meeting with all three District 
3 city councilors. This community-focused 
event offers residents a chance to hear 
directly from elected representatives in a 
Q&A-style discussion. Topics are expected to 
include neighborhood involvement, housing 
and livability, transportation, small business 
vitality and other community concerns. 
Email rosewayneighborhood@gmail.com 
for more information. Cost: Free. Calvary 
Presbyterian Church, 3516 N.E. 71st Ave.

ANNUAL SEED SWAP
Jan. 31. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Swap non-GMO 

seeds, rhizomes, roots and tubers with 
other local gardeners at the third annual 
Seed Swap sponsored by Northeast Village 
PDX. Learn, network and prepare for the 
gardening season ahead. There will be a 
free workshop titled “How to Start Seeds 
and Plan a Vegetable Garden” at 11:15 a.m. 
No seeds to share? Come anyway. Open to 
the public. Donations accepted. Cost: Free. 
Rose City Park United Methodist Church, 
basement parlor room, 5830 N.E. Alameda 
St., 503-895-2750, info@nevillagepdx.org

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT VIKING 
PANCAKES ARE BACK

Jan. 11. 8:30 a.m.-noon. The Norse 
Hall’s all-you-can-eat Viking pancakes are 
back. Served with a side of  Norwegian 
hospitality, scrambled eggs, sausage links, 
fresh fruit, lingonberry jam, orange juice and 
bottomless cups of coffee and tea (cocoa for 
the kids).  20% of sales are donated to a local 
school or community organization. Cost: 
Adults $12. Kids ages 3-10 are $6. Free under 
3. Norse Hall, 111 N.E. 11th Ave., 503-972-
3329, norsehall.org

The third annual Seed Swap is happening at Rose City Park 
United Methodist Church. (NE Village PDX)

STAR COMMUNITY CALENDARH
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HIRE A LOCAL PRO!
At Your 
Service!

Fresh Air
Sash Cord Repair, Inc.

Old windows that work!

OR LBPR/CCB #184991 • WA Reg. #FRESHAS 796DR

503.284.7693 (office)
info@freshairsash.com
www.freshairsash.com

         fresh_air_sash_cord_repair	
  
	
   	
  

STAR SERVICE DIRECTORYH

Providing Knowledgeable Care for 
NE Portland Trees since 1992

• Certified Arborists
• Consultations & Reports
• Pruning Trees, Shrubs & Hedges
• Tree Removals & Stump Grinding
• Tree Risk Assessment Qualified
• Milling Urban Trees into Lumber 
• Licensed ~ Bonded ~ Insured

JANUARY SPECIALJANUARY SPECIAL
TAKE 10% OFFTAKE 10% OFF

up to $100 (Cannot be combined with 
any other offer. Offer exp. 01/31/26) CCB #84426CCB #84426

JANUARY SPECIALJANUARY SPECIAL
TAKE 10% OFFTAKE 10% OFF

      • Professional 
          Carpet Cleaning
           • Residential &
                Commercial
            • EcoFriendly

Hire the Pros & schedule at
503-635-3181

We guarantee our work

We are here to 
serve YOU 

Custom Carpet 
Cleaning

TO ADVERTISE  
IN THIS SECTION, 

CALL  
503-282-9392

OR CCB #146345OR CCB #146345

Portland’s Urban tree exPerts

TAKE 10% 
OFF

Call for a free 
estimate: 

503-481-4628

Use code: Star10
Cannot be combined with 

any other offers.
Offer expires 1/31/26

TREE SERVICE INC.
Wind        Thin

www.WindThinInc.com
Certified and TRAQ Arborist  •  Tree Preservation and Maintenance

Pruning, Removal and Stump Grinding 
Trained and Certified Crane Removal • Arborist Consultations and Reports

Available for 24/7 Emergency Service

✹
Celebrating our 25th year in business
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The Coon Team
The Power of Two

SPECIALIZING IN CLOSE-IN EASTSIDE PROPERTIES

Windermere
REAL ESTATE

WINDERMERE REALTY TRUST

2045 NE Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd.
Portland, OR 97212

Sue CoonSue Coon
Licensed Principal Broker in Oregon

Licensed Principal Broker in Oregon
503.504.8574

jcoon@windermere.com
jamescoon.withwre.com

James Coon

Did you know that the first quarter of the year is a great time to sell your 
home? Well, in my opinion it is...As we come out of the holiday season, 
inventory levels are typically lower and increase as spring approaches. There is 
a higher probability that you will encounter less competition earlier in the year, 
increasing the likelihood of selling your home quicker and for top dollar. Please 
give us a call if you are interested in a free comparative market analysis to find 
out what your equity position may be.  

It was a successful year for The Coon Team in 
2025. We would like to thank all the people who 

have supported our business and are looking 
forward to another successful year in 2026. 

Cheers to a happy, healthy and amazing new 
year to all the people who follow our ad. 

James, Chelsie, Teagan 
plus Tucker and Flannel

Closed sales

1,520
average sale PriCe

$599,700$599,700
Median sale PriCe

$535,000$535,000
new listing

1,4371,437
Pending sales

1,6281,628
total Market tiMe

72 days
Inventory

3.8 Months

Happy New Year


