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Fremont Garage is now open at NE 44th and Fremont in the Beaumont

neighborhood. (Todd Milbourn)

CONSTRUCTION BEGINS
ON NEW JEFFERSON HIGH

A major renovation of Jefferson High
School in North Portland is underway.

Crews broke ground in late May on a
state-of-the-art update for the school on
North Killingsworth Street.

The first phase of the four-year project
is focused on new sports fields for softball,
baseball and soccer. Construction on the
new academic building is scheduled to

begin in 2027. A new track, football field and
grandstands is scheduled for completion in

2030.
The work comes as Jefferson is set to
draw hundreds more students from across

North and Northeast Portland as a result of
a school boundary change approved earlier

this year by Portland Public Schools.
School leaders say they're doing the
project in phases so they don’t disrupt the

learning environment for students. Jefferson

students will remain on-site as the work

continues, although some sports games will

be played elsewhere.
The original Jefferson building was

finished in 1909 and is made of unreinforced

masonry, which means it could collapse in

a major earthquake. The project is expected

to cost about $465 million.

FREMONT GARAGE CART POD

OPENS IN BEAUMONT

A new neighborhood hangout on
Northeast Fremont Street is open.

Fremont Garage hosted a grand opening
ceremony May 22.

The food pod already features six food
carts, a full bar with seasonal cocktails and
mocktails as well as a heated outdoor patio
and play area for kids.

It's located at Fremont and Northeast
44th Avenue, where Barrett Automotive
used to be. Owners of the pod chose the
name “garage” as a throwback to the site’s
automotive heritage.

The food options available so far include

JOIN US!

Providing community and support for
older adults living in NE Portland
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A nonprofit is helping restore Laurelhurst Studio in Laurelhurst Park and return it to its role as a

hub for community and arts. (Todd Milbourn)

Drawing of the new Jefferson High School. The original building is from 1909. (Portland Public Schools)

Poblano Pepper PDX, Qué Bacano, Wok &
Fire, Royal India Cuisine, Shawarma Best
and Wolfs Head. The pod is open every day
from 11 a.m.-10 p.m.

Meanwhile, neighborhood business
leaders are supporting a trial run of a nearby
public plaza this summer in hopes of
drawing even more visitors to the area.

If the plaza receives strong community
support during the trial period, it could be
considered for inclusion in Portland’s year-
round public plaza program.

LAURELHURST STUDIO
TO GET FIX-UP

A Laurelhurst Park landmark is making a
comeback.

For years, the Laurelhurst Studio served
as a hub for dance, art and community
gatherings. But over time, budget cuts
undermined services provided by the space.

Now a community organization is
partnering with the city of Portland to
restore and revive the studio.

The effort is being led by Sellwood
Community House, which has experience
restoring shared places for community use.
The organization will oversee the restoration

To learn more:

Intro to NE Village: June 15, 11:00-12:30
Intro to Volunteering: June 22, 12:00-1:00

For details visit:
www.nevillagepdx.org/events or
call 503.895.2750

as well as future programming and take care
of the building long-term.

The group’s goal is to reestablish the
studio as a vibrant center for dance, fitness
and arts education. The plan is for the
studio to reopen this summer.

— Star News staff reports
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Experienced therapists
providing individualized care
in a friendly environment.

Broadway Physical Therapy &
Sports Rehabilitation, LLC
3016 NE Broadway St.
503-287-6636
www.broadwaypt.net

We are now accepting all
Providence Plans
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GARDEN

First-ever tour connects
Concordia community

Five residents invite
neighbors to view their
creative spaces June 20

By Maggie Grainger
Star News correspondent

S troll through neighborhood home Above: Neighbors are

opening up their unique
gardens for the first-ever
Concordia Garden and
Art Tour.

gardens at the first-ever Concordia Art
and Garden Tour.
On Saturday, June 20, five neighbors will
open their yards for a self-guided walking

and biking tour to benefit the Concordia Left: Artwork from

. o . ticipating artist A
Neighborhood Association and Faubion ZZC,;ZT 8 artstAmy
Elementary School’s garden. (Concordi

: oncoraia
Cathy McCarthy grew up in the Neighborhood

neighborhood and is excited for people to
explore this corner of the city in a unique
way.

“We had hosted a garden fair at the

Association)

Artists will showcase their work alongside signature gardens

Colncordia Commons and one of our at the Concordia Garden and Art Tour on June 20. This
neighbors came up to our table and artwork is from participating artist Lisa Laser. (Concordia
mentioned this was something of interest to Neighborhood Association)

him and if we would ever consider doing it,”
said McCarthy, who also is a spokesperson

for the Concordia Neighborhood Association. Join the fun
She says other people had talked about What: Concordia Garden and Art Tour to support
starting a neighborhood gardening club and Concordia Neighborhood Association and the

Faubion Elementary School garden.

she reached out to that group when they
When: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, June 20

started planning the tour.

McCarthy also contacted a neighborhood Cost: $15 in advance, $20 day of tour
artists’ collective to see if there was Online: concordiapdx.org/garden-art-tour
interest in doing an art tie-in and there More: Pick up a map at McMenamins Kennedy
was. Neighborhood artists’ work will be on School Community Room, starting at 10:30 a.m.
June 20
- CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Association and the garden at Faubion Elementary School. (Concordia Neighborhood Association photos)

display throughout the event.

Attendees can pick up their tour map
and designated flower sticker at the
McMenamins Kennedy School community
room. Since the tour is self-guided, guests
can start at any participating home and

CUTS = COLOR « CURLS

www.babesalonpdx.com
2117 NE Oregon St #503

explore at their own pace. All of the homes
are within less than a mile of one another
with Faubion Elementary slightly farther out.

McCarthy says she wants visitors to
experience the beauty of the area and maybe
learn a thing or two along the way about
native habitats, wildlife spaces, pruning and
general gardening techniques.

“The garden host will be there since it’s so
specialized and there’s bound to be a lot of
questions,” she says. “They can point things
out or speak to certain things or why they've
selected something or what works best in
Portland climates.”

While the hosts are not necessarily master
gardeners, many of them have experience

STAR FEATURE

“There’s a lot of talented
people in the neighborhood.”

— Cathy McCarthy, Concordia Neighborhood
Association spokesperson

in arelated field and bring their own
experiences to their yards.

“They’re very passionate gardeners
and there’s a variety of plants and bushes
and trees in each of their gardens as well,
McCarthy says. “I love that they’re donating
their homes and their time to provide these
tours.

“There’s a lot of talented people in the
neighborhood.”

PRESENTS THE
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Montavilla Farmers Market hosts
100 vendors, 62,000 visitors a year

By Meg Cotner
Star News correspondent

his is a big year for the Montavilla
I Farmers Market. The market is
entering its 20th year operating one of
the most beloved markets on the east side of
Portland.

“I think Montavilla is special for a couple
of reasons,” said Lisa Hebert, the market’s
executive director, during a recent interview at
Bipartisan Cafe. “One of my favorite reasons
is thatI believe a lot of the participants at our
market tend to be smaller farms, and we tend
to get the owner of the farm at the market.

“I think that’s special — being able to
actually be face-to-face with the person whose
hands are in the dirt growing the food.”

A group of neighborhood volunteers started
the market in 2007 at Southeast Stark Street
and 76th Avenue, where Beets Auto Body used
to be.

Now the market attracts 62,000 guests per
year. Organizers created a timeline to show
visitors how the market has evolved over the
years.

Hebert said one of the things that sets
Montavilla apart is that it’s not a “tourist
market,” and most of the customers come
from nearby. A recent survey revealed that
53% of people walked to the market.

Hebert said the market aims to have
vendors who offer much of what a person
might need for their weekly grocery shopping.

“It's a medium-large market, so ideally,
someone can go and do most of their grocery
shopping there,” Hebert said.. “We try to curate
the market to have a lot of staples for people.
Obviously, we'll never be a fully one-stop shop
because we only have local products. But the
idea is for someone to come and be able to
do a majority of their grocery shopping at the

Hats off
to the

e Class of 2026/

q
Onio®
Pizza & Pub

3345 NE Broadway
503.284.2825

6031 SE Belmont St.
503.954.2189

www.blindonion.com

Check us out on facebook - blind onion pizza & pub portland

market and pick up staples there”

The market recently put out a survey
exploring potential relocation options in the
event their current property is sold. While no
change is “imminent,” Hebert and the team
wanted to deepen their understanding of the
needs of customers and vendors so it can
make smart decisions in the long run.

$ 5,00
OFF

Any Large
Pizza

Blind Onion Pizza & Pub
cannot be combined with any other offer

Monday Special
Family Pizza Night
Buy 1 Large Pizza
Get 1 Small Cheese
Pizza

FREE

Blind Onion Pizza & Pub

cannot be combined with any other offer
With this coupon * Expires 6/30/26

Head to the
market

What: Montavilla
Farmers Market
20th season
When: 10 a.m.-2
p-m. Sundays
Where: 7700 S.E.
Stark St.

Online: www.
montavillamarket.
org

In her six years with the market, Hebert said
she has enjoyed looking back at the market’s
documents and history.

“The amount of vendors that we have has
gone from 17 on the opening day to now,
throughout the year, we have almost 100. And
on a typical summer market, we have 60 at any
given time, which is just a huge leap.”

Montavilla Farmers
Market organizers are
surveying customers
and vendors for ideas
about its long-term
future.

(Photos courtesy of
Montavilla Farmers
Market)

More than 100 vendors sell fruit, veggies, baked goods and
more at the market.

She underscored how the support from the
neighborhood has been vital for vendors who
rely on the market for sales.

“This market is incredibly important — not
only for the community, but those vendors
who really rely on the support from our
shoppers and from our organization.”

Hebert said she believes the demand
and the interest in farmers markets — in
Montavilla and throughout Portland — is here
for the long-term.

“As someone who also lives in their
community, it really feels like Montavilla is
kind of its own bubble. We’re almost at our
own town. We have these amazing businesses
— you don’t have to leave if you don’t want to.”

An original version of this article
appeared in Bridgetown Bites. Subscribe at
bridgetownbites.com

Aunt Tillie’s Deli & Pub
Follywsod's Fidden Geon!

Inside the 42nd St. Station

Homemade sandwiches,
soups & salads
We serve beer & wine!
2000 NE 42nd Avenue
503-281-1834
Mon-Fri: 9:30am-7pm
Sat: 10am-5pm

ORDER ONLINE:
www.aunttilliesdeli.org
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'GAMERA V5. LIGRA

Live actors, musicians provide film soundtrack at Hollywood Theatre

By Michael Aviiia
Star News correspondent

on Blessinger, an Oregon Symphony
Rviolinist raised in the shadow of

chemical weapons and nuclear waste
in Hermiston, might seem worlds away from
Gamera, Tokyo’s jet-propelled radioactive
giant turtle. But the nearly 5,000-mile
distance between Eastern Oregon anxiety
and Japanese kaiju paranoia is closer than
you'd think.

“I'lived a few miles from the Umatilla
Army Depot, which the nation feared was a
nerve gas stockpile and nearby was Hanford,
where the uranium for the first atomic bomb
was produced,” he says. “At the same time,

I was watching movies about creatures like
Gamera, which were metaphors for the
perils of mankind and nature.”

Blessinger and Gamera will combine
forces for June 12 and 13 screenings of
“Gamera vs. Zigra” at the Hollywood
Theatre. The performances are presented by
House of Scordatura, a collective of artists
who transform cult films into immersive
live events blending music, theater and
cinematic spectacle.

A live ensemble performs an original score
in sync with the film while actors, Foley
artists and theatrical effects interact with the
movie in real time. The score was composed
by Portland musician Justin Ralls, who also
wrote the music for last year’s sold-out live
production of “Turkish Rambo.”

What began as a fascination with cult House of Scordatura previously produced "Turkish Rambo," a sold-out live performance at the Hollywood Theatre. (House of Scordatura)
cinema and experimental performance
has evolved into one of Portland’s more
distinctive live arts projects. Blessinger
traces the roots of the production back a

decade, when he and his wife, Ann Medellin, That connection eventually led to the live music, performance art and cult cinema.
attended a live-scored film performance revival of “Turkish Rambo” at the Hollywood “Turkish films did their own versions

and became acquainted with composer Lisa  Theatre. The production was a hit and because they couldn’t import Hollywood
Lipton and Portland’s Filmusik tradition. introduced audiences to the group’s mix of movies,” Blessinger said. “It was perfect
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See it yourself
What: House of Scordatura presents “Gamera vs.
Zigra”
When: June 12-13; Doors open at 7 p.m. and
performances begin at 7:30 p.m.
Where: Hollywood Theatre

Cost: $35 general admission; $25 for students,
seniors and Hollywood Theatre members

material to perform live music with live
actors and sound effects artists.”

Following the success of “Turkish Rambo,”
House of Scordatura has turned to Japanese
kaiju films, beginning with “Gamera vs. Zigra,”
the 1971 cult classic featuring a giant flying
turtle battling an alien sea monster. Japanese
studio Daiei Film conceived Gamera as a
competitor to Godzilla, though the creature
developed a different identity from its
radioactive counterpart.

While Godezilla served as a metaphor for
nuclear destruction and atomic trauma,
Gamera's stories centered on protecting
children and preserving humanity.

“There are bad movies, and there are good-
bad movies, and this is a great-bad movie,’
Blessinger said. “But we're mindful of the fans
of Gamera. We're not mocking the movie.
We're celebrating it

The performance aims to transform the
screening into something more immersive
than a traditional movie night. In addition to
Ralls’ live score, audiences will experience
live Foley work from Unchained Productions
and performances by the Scordatura Players.
Blessinger said audiences should expect a
deliberately chaotic and distinctly Portland
experience.

“Show up ready to be entertained and enjoy
the essence of weird Portland on stage for two
hours. At a time when Al is barreling at us at

Violinist Ron Blessinger is one of the creators of House of
Scordatura, the art collective behind "Turkish Rambo" and
“Gamera vs. Zigra.” (Oregon Symphony)

“At a time when Al is
barreling at us at 1,000 mph,
the opportunity to come
together in the same room
and celebrate human-made
art is so special.”

— Ron Blessinger, Oregon Symphony violinst

1,000 mph, the opportunity to come together
in the same room and celebrate human-
made art is so special,” Blessinger said.

The event also reflects House of
Scordatura’s broader mission as a nonprofit

e 1 e
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Grant Malin

SOCCER CLUB

Hollywood Soccer Club Saluting
our Coaches and Teams

Hollywood Soccer Club would like to highlight the contribution
of one of our coaches: Grant Malin. Grant started coaching the
Red Yetis in 2018 and has watched them grow and progress to
the 8th grade. He has put in the time and has really contributed
to the community so please join us in saluting his effort to
make the Hollywood neighborhood more connected and fun. Go Red Yetis!

And thanks to all our 2025/26 Fall and Spring school year coaches: Andres
Aceves, Jen Anderson-Kapke, Catherine Austin, Amanda Bivona, Ray Bivona,
Paul Danielson, Brad Day, Allison Deline, Phil Denton, Jeff Dunn, John Dywer,
Kyle Emry, Jill Golatka, Shane Gray, Dan Harris, Nick Hughes, Brittany Hughes,
JamesJacobsen, George Kapilani, Suman Malimpati, Lindsay Malsin, Eugene
Nicholson, Matteo Padovani, Dan Peterson, John Rake, David Roberts, Brandon
Rymer, Emily Silver, Sam Smith, Jeff Stanley, James Stillman, Jesse Thomas,
David Turnbull, Brooke Weeks, Marie Westom, and Scott Wickizer.

And all the players and families, keep up the hard work! See you in Fall 2026!

REGISTER NOW FOR FALL 2026!

www.hollywoodsoccerclub.org

Composer Justin Ralls
created an original
score for “Gamera vs.
Zigra” at the Hollywood
Theatre. (Justin Ralls)

arts organization focused on community-
building through collaborative performance.
In addition to live cinema productions, the
organization produces “Animated Oregon,”’

a series of animated short films centered on
Oregon stories. Blessinger said the group also
plans a string quartet fundraiser at Portland
City Hall on Election Day this fall, benefiting
the Portland Immigrant Rights Coalition.

TEEN SUMMER ART CAMPS

Week long camps starting June
22nd, 2026

Now Enrolling!

WEEKLY OPEN LIFE

* DRAWING SESSIONS

Five sessions per week,
uninstructed, no sign up
needed.

Ages 12-17+

Everyone welcome including
students and beginners!

ADULT DRAWING &
PAINTING CLASSES

Check our website for
Upcoming Classes.

The movie features
an epic battle
between a turtle
and a fishlike
alien. (House of
Scordatura)

The Hollywood Theatre setting also
carries personal significance for Blessinger
and Medellin, who once lived in the
neighborhood and still consider themselves
part of the community.

“We love projects like this because we feel
it contributes to positive elements for the
neighborhood that we love,” he said. “Call this
alove letter for our beloved neighborhood.”
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Mark E.
McClure has
been shooting
neighborhood
images in
Northeast
Portland for two
decades.

(Mark E. McClure)

WWW.STAR-NEWS.INFO: SERVING NORTHEAST AND NORTH PORTLAND NEIGHBORHOODS June 2026
STAR FEATURE

McClure often
takes images of
interesting cars
he sees parked
on the streets
of Northeast
Portland.

(Mark E. McClure)

By Tony Greiner
Star News correspondent

or Mark E. McClure, it all started
F with needing a bit more exercise.

The longtime bike commuter and
amateur photographer landed a job closer
to home and found that walking better
suited his daily exercise needs. It turned out,
he liked walking ... a lot. McClure is also a
camera buff, so he began photographing
what he saw along the way.

Combine these two activities and you get
lots of photos.

Today, McClure has built a near-endless
collection of images documenting his
perambulations around Northeast Portland
and beyond.

He takes pictures of everything that
catches his eye during his “power walks”

— from local landmarks and construction
projects to street murals, yard signs, even
interesting cars parked in the street. He now
has tens of thousands of photos, all neatly
categorized by topics and dates, and the
collection is always growing.

McClure has made his photos available for
use in the Star News and other organizations
as a way to share what he sees with the

Celebrate the
Dads & Grads!

summertime clothes really wants .

special jewelry (hint: it’s NOT a tie) / \ ‘) 0\ ie

. 46 ,’ ‘t'-""-. ~.,

4210 NE Fremont Street Maintaining our V\m — 7 %
Mon-Sat 10-6 & Sun 10-5 Community with Care N e

@thearrangementpdx
503.287.4440

Alameda photographer Mark E. McClure’s
‘photo walks’ capture NE Portland one step at a
time for a treasure trove of neighborhood images

Above: The Sandy Jug tavern as photographed by Alameda
photographer Mark E. McClure. (Mark E. McClure)

Left: McClure captures an image on a recent ‘photo walk’ in
Northeast Portland. (Tony Greiner)

Below: McClure has built an archive with tens of thousands
of images from his photo walks, including local landmarks
like Erv Lind Stadium in Rose City Park. (Mark E. McClure)

wider community.

McClure’s first serious camera was a gift
from his mother to mark his graduation
from the University of Alaska in 1978. His

Beaumont -

unique gifts Hardware

thoughtful cards
party supplies Get Dad what he

Stuff he
really wanfs

4303 NE Fremont St. « 503-281-4406 « www.beaumonthardware.com
Open Seven Days Week « Mon-Fri 8-6 « Sat & Sun 9-6
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degree was in computer science so itisn’t Y PNy LRk : e

surprising that he eventually switched over i ; R R T e — Share your phOtOS

to digital photography. = s L 8 . The Star News is building a community photo archive to share images and
Now he uses either his phone or a s . e . o T | I showcase our neighborhoods. If you have an archive of images you'd like to

compact mirrorless camera from Canon. contribute — and potentially see in print — email us at editorial@starnewspdx.com.

The camera fits easily in his palm or
pocket, and he can “shoot very quickly and
discreetly” with it.

Speaking of gear, anyone who walks as
much as McClure needs good shoes. Luckily,
one of his sons works at Nike and McClure
is able to get new sneaks without too much
expense.

McClure’s focus as a photographer is on
documenting what he sees during his walks.

But he’s aware of how intrusive digital
technology is, so he focuses on places rather
than taking photos of people.

“I'm a big privacy person. It is super
important, so I try to be careful about what I
capture or share,” McClure said.

McClure worked in information
management for most of his career and f g |
retired from a job with the Bonneville Power NSRSl T M - _ ey - . Lt A TR
Administration. So he’s particularly good at  [FEESEs A AR | = s 2R S -mﬁ ' Mill Ends Park 2 in Montavilla captured during one of Mark E. McClure’s recent photo walks.
keeping things organized. With that depth . - T . i { - (Mark E. McClure)
of knowledge, it wasn’t a big leap for him Gy BV : |
to document his collection of photographs
and arrange them on his Flickr account
in various ways. With the development of
artificial intelligence, he has been using the
Claude program to help with the organizing.

McClure’s walking hobby will also take him
on a 1,500-meter power-walk at the Oregon
Senior Games in Corvallis this August.

In addition to taking photos, Mark E. McClure’s wanderings allow him to train for power-
walking events. (Tony Greiner)

McClure’s photos are available to see on the
photo website Flickr. He has them organized
into albums by location, year and theme,

such as Portland’s bridges, churches or food Tt - LV (N =
carts. H is album collection can be seen at Mark E. McClure has been doing ‘photo walks’ for 20 years in Northeast Portland. He A truck with Japanese characters parked on a street in Northeast Portland. (Mark E.
wwuw.flickr.com/photos/memcclure. documents anything that catches his eye, including yard displays. (Mark E. McClure) McClure)

).
2@
v‘;‘v

St. Rose School

Discover the Little
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‘Mama Elvira’ builds loyal following

Diners return to Parkrose’s El Sombrero Tapatio for delicious food, family atmosphere and beloved cook

By Meg Cotner
Star News correspondent

Ivira Navarro is the heart and soul of
E the kitchen at El Sombrero Tapatio,

along-running Mexican restaurant
in the Parkrose neighborhood. While the
restaurant is truly a team effort — relatives
and close family friends all contribute to
its success — customers are loyal to the
matriarch’s signature dishes.

“She puts a lot of love and care into her
food,” said Flor Guitron Navarro, Elvira’s
daughter who works at the restaurant. “And
people keep coming back to dine with us
because of it

Navarro, who is originally from the Mexican
state of Jalisco and immigrated to the U.S. in
the 1970s, started as a busser at the restaurant.
She worked as a waitress for 10 years before
moving into cooking 10 years ago. She’s come
to be known as Mama Elvira and is beloved by
customers, many of whom have been visiting
her for decades.

Flor’s uncle Juan Guitron and his wife,
Martha Guitron, bought the restaurant —
which already had the name El Sombrero
Tapatio —- in 2002 from the previous owner,
who was retiring. They knew it was a good
opportunity. The business is currently owned
by her uncle and her dad.

The El Sombrero team has seen a number
of changes in restaurant clientele over the
years. They used to see a lot of corporate
people in the mornings with a busy time at
lunch. That changed during COVID-19, with
people shifting to working from home. The
arrival of Cascade Station drew diners away.
However, a growing number of visitors are
now coming from Vancouver.

“I think right now, we've seen a big change
with a lot of community members coming
together to make Parkrose thrive,” Flor said.
“We have the Parkrose Coffee Shop and
they’re regulars here, which we love.” The
family at El Sombrero tries to go to the coffee
shop and support them in return. “We even
did a collaboration on a drink once, which
was fun,” Flor said.

REGULARS RETURN FOR QUALITY SERVICE

For Mama Elvira, the energy she adds to
the food in her kitchen is as important as the
ingredients and the recipes, many of which
she brought with her from Mexico.

“Everyone is welcome
here.”

— Elvira Navarro,
El Sombrero Tapatio

“Whenever she’s making the mole or the
chile verde, she always makes little plates of it
and goes around and asks all of us, “‘What do
you think?” Flor said. “She always looks for
our approval and often asks for feedback from
the customers. And she’s always reminding us
to take good care of them.”

Elvira added birria to the menu about three
years ago, and it’s been a hit.

“We had it as a special, but we sold out so
quickly and people kept asking for it. So my
mom decided to leave it on the menu,” Flor
said.

As for what Elvira’s menu favorites are, she
exclaimed: “Everything!” But when pressed,

—

. i
Above: A burrito smothered in Mama Elvira’s signature
mole. (Meg Cotner)

Left: Elvira Navarro is the heart and soul of the kitchen at
El Sombrero Tapatio, a longtime Mexican restaurant in the
Parkrose neighborhood. (El Sombrero Tapatio)
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Hospitality is very
important to the Navarro
family. “We want to make

people feel like family the
minute that they step into
our door,” Flor said.

(El Sombrero Tapatio)

she confessed to loving the frijoles — the
beans, which might be some of the bestin
Portland.

Hospitality is very important to Elvira and
the family.

“We want to make people feel like family
the minute that they step into our door,” Flor
said.

Alot of El Sombrero’s customers are
regulars, and the staff knows their usual
orders. For Elvira and the rest of the team,
taking care of customers doesn't feel like a
job but a part of who they are and what their
family does.

“Whenever my mom hires anybody, her
main concern is that they must have good
customer-service skills,” Flor said.

That customer-focused approach has paid
off.

Mama Elvira “has so many fans,” Flor said.

“And that’s the thing that amazes me and
makes me want to build on what she started.
I know that she has a lot of customers that
return just to talk to her. And even though
there’s that language barrier, she has built
such nice friendships with them.

The restaurant faces challenges as all small
businesses do. And yet, the Navarros remain
committed to their customers and Parkrose.

“This is a place where a lot of people join
us for good times, bad times and a lot of life
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moments,” Flor said.

Asked what would happen if El Sombrero
ever decided to move, Elvira and Flor took
amoment to reflect and described how sad
they'd be to say goodbye to customers.

“Parkrose just wouldn’t be the same,” Flor
said.

Meg Cotner is a food journalist in Sumner
and founder of Bridgetown Bites, an
independent newsletter covering Portland food
news. Subscribe at bridgetownbites.com
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Grant High baseball

Players, coaches keep Grant
Fisher’s legacy alive, five
years after his tragic death
By Amelia Shaw

Star News correspondent

( : ommunity members are reflecting
on the legacy of a beloved former
baseball player at Grant High

School, whose No. 5 is painted on the

outfield fence.

On Jan. 29, 2021, the Grant baseball
community was struck by tragedy when
former player Grant Fisher was killed in a car
crash caused by a driver who was under the
influence of drugs and alcohol.

Fisher graduated from Grant in 2015 and
was a pitcher for the varsity baseball team.
In every community he was a part of, Fisher
was remembered as a beacon of friendship
and kindness.

“If you've heard any ... other people talk
about him, they would say he was their best
friend and always available to them,” said
Laura Fisher, his mom. “He was just ... the
most sweet person you would have met.”

Laura Fisher recalls a phone call she
received from Grant when he was in college,
telling her about how he befriended a fellow
student who was feeling homesick and
lonely.

“He just saw everybody,” she said. “He saw
people’s needs.”

Although Fisher was offered the
opportunity to sign up for the Major
League Baseball draft, he decided to i
stay in Oregon, finish his degree and i
pursue his relationship with Caitlin ¥
Fisher. After graduating high school, he
attended Clark College in Vancouver,
where he continued his baseball
career, before being recruited
to play for Western Oregon
University, a Division I
school.

Grant and Caitlin
married in June
2018, after a year of
dating and right after
Fisher completed his
junior year of college.
On Sept. 28, 2020, the
couple welcomed their
daughter, Ellagrace Fisher.
Four months later, on Jan.
29, 2021, Fisher
was killed in a car
crash on his way

Grant Fisher played baseball at the Division Il level for Western
Oregon University in Monmouth before he was killed in a car
crash involving a drunken driver in 2021. (Laura Fisher)

to work.

The driver who caused the accident was
under the influence of several intoxicants
at the time of the crash and previously had
been accused of many offenses related
to unlawful driving, including a charge
of driving while under the influence of
intoxicants. The driver received an eight-
year prison sentence, which will be up in
three years.

LEGACY REMEMBERED

Fisher’s legacy has carried on through the
continued work of his family and friends.

Clark College and Western Oregon
University retired his baseball jersey
numbers — 27 and 29, respectively.

“He’s always in my mind,” said Mark
Magdaleno, Grant’s coach from Clark
College. “But most importantly, he’s always
in my heart”

Laura Fisher said she hopes to eventually
start a foundation in his name in order to
share his story. She said she wishes that
schools had better education surrounding
driving under the influence.

“There’s a lack of awareness of what that
does to people and how it affects people’s
lives,” she says. “Students don’t realize, and
adults don't realize, that they shouldn’t
be driving. They shouldn’t be behind the
wheel”

The National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration reports that, in the United

States alone, about 34 people are killed
each day in car accidents caused by
drunken drivers — one person every
42 minutes, on average.

Laura Fisher is immensely
grateful for the support of the Grant
community as she and her family
have gone through the grieving
process. Friends provided
5 meals, formed traditions
to honor him and raised
over $100,000 to help
X Caitlin Fisher build a

house for her and her
daughter.

According to
Laura Fisher, Grant’s
varsity baseball
coach Matt Kabza
honors Fisher through
chanting “five-on-five” at the
end of team huddles.

Despite the years
that have passed,
Fisher’s legacy has

June 2026

pays tribute to No. 5
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The Grant High School baseball team pays tribute to the
legacy of former player Grant Fisher by featuring his jersey
No. 5 on the outfield fence. (Maya McCollister)

After graduating from Grant High in 2015, Grant Fisher
played baseball for Clark College in Vancouver. (Laura
Fisher)

Grant Fisher graduated from Grant High in 2015 and was a star pitcher for the baseball team. Varsity baseball coach Matt
Kabza honors Fisher through chanting “five-on-five” at the end of team huddles. (Laura Fisher)

been carried on through those he had an
impact on — a list that extends to all who
knew him. He lives on in admiration and
love.

Caitlin Fisher hopes that her son is
“remembered as the fun, kind, gentle, loving
person that he was, the person who included
everyone and saw the best in people,” she
writes. “My prayer is that (others) see the
man that he was and it encourages them
to be the best version of themselves just as
he was and treat others the way he treated
people, because now more than ever we
need people like him”

Laura Fisher hopes that her son’s story
can help prevent future accidents by
discouraging others from driving under
the influence. “It gives me joy when people
remember him,” she says. She writes that
“if sharing Grant’s story prevents even one
person from making that choice, his legacy is
further honored.”

The original version of this story was
published in the May issue of Grant
Magazine. It is edited and reprinted here with
permission. To read the original story and
learn more about the legacy of Grant Fisher,
visit: www.grantmagazine.com.

Obituaries

Councilor Loretta Smith, who represents the area, described

Rice as a tireless advocate.

SUMNER NEIGHBORS REMEMBER

YVONNE RICE

Neighbors in Sumner are
remembering the life and legacy of
community member Yvonne Rice.

Rice, alongtime member of the
Sumner Association of Neighbors, died
in April. Rice was also involved in the
North/Northeast Public Safety Action
Committee.

Rice attended Sumner Grade School

as a child and graduated from Parkrose High School.
Friend Karen McAninich recalled Rice as a dedicated
community leader with a passion for quilting and crocheting

blankets for others.

Yvonne Rice

be deeply missed.”

“She showed up, spoke up and stood firm in her
commitment to making District 1 stronger, more connected
and more visible,” Smith said in a tribute. “She believed in
this community, its people, its potential and its future. We are
grateful for her voice, her presence and her leadership. She will

MANDY ZELINKA HONORED

Family members are remembering Mandy Zelinka as a
talented softball player and hair stylist with an entrepreneurial
spirit and infectious sense of laughter.

Zelinka attended Trinity Lutheran School on Northeast
Killingsworth Street as a child and played in Lakeside Little
League. Zelinka graduated from Benson Polytechnic High
School. At Benson, she majored in KBPS radio and was voted
the most valuable player of her varsity softball team, according

| to her sister Koty Zelinka Cole.

After completing a cosmetology
program at Mt. Hood Community
College, Zelinka co-owned a beauty
salon in the Pearl District and was at
one point named one of Portland’s
favorite stylists.

“Mandy was a vibrant force of nature
driven by creativity, beauty and bold
ideas,” the family said in an obituary.

In recent years, Zelinka lived in Southern California.

Los Angeles police are investigating Zelinka’s death in April
as a potential murder-suicide, according to local news reports.
Zelinka’s husband, former Milwaukie Mayor Jeremy Ferguson,
was also found dead at the scene.

In lieu of flowers, the family is requesting donations
for NAYA Family Center’s Healing Circle or the Benson
Polytechnic High School Alumni Scholarship Fund.

Mandy Zelinka
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Tree lovers pitch in for Cully arboretum

Fundraiser, work party
planned for green space near
Rigler Elementary School

By Casey Chaffin

Star News correspondent

n a sunny afternoon in May, Bruce
O Nelson and Carolyn Matthews sit

on a bug-themed bench under the
shade of an Accolade elm, and describe how
they started the Rigler Arboretum in the early
2000s.

Nelson and Matthews were inspired by
the Rigler Community Garden that had
recently opened. Nelson, who trained as an
entomologist and then went on to work in
tree care and horticulture, has selected and
planted many of the trees himself.

“Trees bring me solace, peacefulness,’
Nelson said. “I wanted to live in a community
with access to that too.”

Nelson recently installed permanent
benches so people can sit in the shade, and
the community is rallying to support him for
his decades of work.

“They've stewarded that project in such an
amazing way,” said Laura Moulton, who has
lived near Nelson and Matthews since her
family moved into the Cully neighborhood in
2008. “With the gorgeous trees that are really
established now and the new play area, it’s a
really beautiful space for families.”

Moulton recently started a GoFundMe
campaign to compensate Nelson and
Matthews for the addition of the benches, and
the community is planning a work party on
June 13.

The arboretum began as a project to
preserve green space in the neighborhood.
The large field adjacent to Rigler Elementary’s
playground wasn't being used well, and
Nelson was concerned about the land being
sold off to private development.

Nelson and Matthews thought creating an
arboretum that ringed the edge of the field,
showecasing the biodiversity of the Pacific
Northwest, would increase community
involvement and investment in the space.

Both Nelson and Matthews grew up with
access to green space. Nelson lived next to
open acres of land on the East Coast, and
Matthews has lived in Portland most of her
life.

“I grew up knowing what a real forest was,’
Matthews said.

They wanted to extend that experience into
the community.

“Not everyone is wealthy and can live on
an acre of land; not everyone has the time to
drive into the gorge,” Nelson said.

Moulton has seen how their neighborhood
benefits from their work to preserve green
space. Soon after moving in, she realized the
couple was up to something, seeing them
carting a wheelbarrow back and forth from
the field.

Early on, Moulton offered her home’s
outdoor hose to Nelson and Matthews to help
water the trees, and became invested in the
success of the arboretum. Her two children
attended Rigler Elementary and volunteered
alongside her to support Nelson’s and
Matthews’ work.

“Our kids grew up with the trees, really,” she
said.

In separate conversations, Moulton and
Nelson shared the story of how, many years
ago, Moulton witnessed a group of boys

RIGLER SCHOOL ARBORETUM

Students at nearby Rigler Elementary School helped create
a booklet to guide visitors to the arboretum.

tearing at some newly planted trees on her
commute home, pulled her parking brake,
and went to intercept them before they could
do too much damage.

“I'm happy to be a tree mercenary, a tree
protector,” Moulton said, chuckling.

Moulton hopes the fundraiser will bring
more attention to the arboretum, and
encourage neighbors to get involved in
maintaining the trees, even if they don’t have
kids who go to Rigler Elementary.

“We can’t have the world be the way we
want it if we only prioritize our core families,”
she said.

Moulton has seen how volunteering in
the arboretum has increased neighbors’
connections with one another. “It's what we
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Pitch in

What: Rigler
Arboretum work
party

When: 9 a.m.-
noon Saturday,
June 13
Contribute:
https://tinyurl.
com/2h888zt6
Online: RiglerTrees.
org.

Left: Rigler Arboretum
began as a planting
project in the early
2000s.

Below: Bruce Nelson and
Carolyn Matthews led a
decades-long effort to
establish an arboretum at
Rigler Elementary School
in Cully. Neighbors are
raising funds and hosting
a work party to support
the effort.

(Photos by Casey Chaffin)

“l hope | can come out here in a wheelchair at 95
and see the trees being cared for.”

— Bruce Nelson

all need — being outside, working together,
having fun conversations,” she said.

Nelson is also organizing an upcoming
work party, where community members are
invited to bring their gloves and shovels to
weed and mulch the trees. That will be held

at the Rigler Arboretum from 9 a.m. to noon
Saturday, June 13.

-Tree Trlmmlng '
«Tree Removal

Nelson hopes events like the work party
will teach others how to care for the trees,
so neighbors can continue nurturing the
arboretum once he’s no longer able to.
“Thope I can come out here in a wheelchair
at 95 and see the trees being cared for,” Nelson
said.

ISA Certified Arborist®
PN-8913A

Free Estimates
503-771-4061
reemastersestimates@gmail.com

treemastertreeservice.com
CCB#159995 « Licensed Bonded & Insured
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Left: Italian immigrant
Frank Carlo, proprietor
of the shoe repair shop
at 2215 N.E. Alberta St.
Carlo’s family operated
other shoe repair shops
in Portland.

(Portland City Archives)

Remembering
the merchants
of Alberta Street

Watchmabkers, grocers, cobblers, other
businesses proliferated in early 1900s

B ackin 1910, the biggest streetcar brought scores of

Below: Anderson’s Store
No. 5, today’s 1816 N.E.
Alberta St., circa 1930.
Store manager Jim Frost
is in the center.

(Norm Gholston)

e —— g

worry facing the few business owners and thousands
residents living near of residents to this fast-growing
and along Alberta Street had to part of the city. The Dec. 28,

do with the seasonal 1913, edition of The
threat of fast-moving H ISTO RY Oregonian reported
brush fires spreading  [MYSTERY on the thriving area:

“The streetcars are
now operated to East

across the recently
cleared lands. Back

then, vacant lots Thirtieth street and
and fields of brush Ainsworth avenue.
and trees were The line runs double
being converted cars in order to take
to subdivisions care of the traffic and
as Portland’s even then the cars
population surged and . morning and evening
homebuilding took Doug Decker are overcrowded.”
off. A streetcar built in

1903 that ran up Alberta as far In the late 1910s and early

east as Northeast 25th Streetwas ~ 1920s, Alberta Street was one
transforming the area fromrural ~ of Portland’s busiest business
fringe to suburb.
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) Though part of the Red and White Store chain, this was actually known as the Irving Market and Grocery operated by David
Above: Alberta Grocery Store at Northeast 33rd and Alberta, shown here in the 1920s, was owned by Anna and Earf Logan.  anq May Irving, the couple to the right. This is today’s 2022 N.E. Alberta St. David was born in Canada and May was from
Northeast 33rd Avenue, then known as the “county road,” was not yet paved. (Bob Wilson) England. They lived in the neighborhood. (Portland City Archives)

Below: Halver B. Olsen, Norwegian watchmaker and jewelry repairman, standing in front of his storefront at 2112 N.E.
Alberta St. Olsen and his wife, Marie, lived in the upstairs apartment in the early 1930s. (Portland City Archives)

o AT
[RIVER CITY EYE

districts with its own streetcar,
farmers market, pool halls,
dairy, grocery stores, multiple
theaters and business
associations. It was also
becoming an important east-
west arterial as well, collecting
traffic from the growing
northeast portion of the city
and funneling it west to Union
(today’s Martin Luther King
Jr. Boulevard) and across the
bridges into downtown.
Photos from those years of
businesses along Alberta —
many of them owned and operated by
recent immigrants — convey a sense
of community and the hustle-bustle
of the young business district, and
remind us about the roots of today’s
Alberta District.
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of Alberta Street and see more early
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Right: Ford's Pool Hall in 1909. George
and Sylvia Ford's Pool Hall, Lunch
Counter, Confectionery and Cigar Store
was mid-block between 17th and 18th
avenues on the south side of Alberta
Street. (Norm Gholston)
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or a city famous for its food, Portland

sure lacks a signature dish. We are

known for everything and yet for
nothing. And so we import: pizza from New
York (Yum’s), ramen
from Tokyo (Afuri), and
now, barbecue from
Austin.

Lil’ Barbecue,
the newish
restaurant housed
in neighborhood
bar Tough Luck on
Northeast Dekum
Street, is bringing
Texas-approved
meats and sides to
Woodlawn. Its Austin-based sister restaurant,
La Barbecue, has garnered national
attention (and lines around the corner) with
its Michelin-starred slow-cooked brisket
and pulled pork. And yet, despite its big
reputation, the La Barbecue operation has
remained small — slinging food to hungry
diners out of a tiny brick-and-mortar in East
Austin.

That is, until now.

Why pick Portland as its first outpost? With
our Impossible Burgers, foie gras aversions
and soy curl tacos?

Because co-owner and former La Barbecue
pitmaster Ben Vaughn visited for a wedding
and fell in love with the city. Back home, he
pitched the idea of a Portland expansion to Ali

RILEY’S RECS

Riley Stevenson

i .Jl-llllll\“lmﬁ :

Top: Lil' Barbecue & Tough Luck at 1771 N.E. Dekum St. in Woodlawn. Above left: Taco Tuesday at Lil' Barbecue means pork tacos on crispy corn tortillas with pickled onions, jalapenos and

salsa. Above right: The full spread: brisket, ribs, pulled chicken, smoked sausage, tater tots, coleslaw, toast and pickles. (Photos by Riley Stevenson)

any smoothie with code: 4CB3IA
Ermugh June 30.

7434 NE Fremont | 503.206.7066
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The Summer
o Real Estate Market is
HOT for Home Sales!

3rd Generation Family Realtor

5-star Professional Realtor Award 2011-2026
Grant High School Alum

Hollywood Boosters President & Board Member
Experienced, Knowledgeable, and Trustworthy

Heidi Settlemier

Owner | Principal Broker,

Portland’s Home Girl %%l ) /

@{, O 503.307.1502
REALTY, ttC

alamedarealtypdx@gmail.com
The Results Company @ www.AlamedaRealtyPDX.com

SO o
PR R

K3
<

K3
<




June 2026 WWW.STAR-NEWS.INFO: SERVING NORTHEAST AND NORTH PORTLAND NEIGHBORHOODS THE STAR NEWS 17

9 STARFEATURE

BCDEFGHU i

_pQRSTUVWx

1234567890

M.

The brisket sandwich piled high with coleslaw on a charred
brioche bun is worth every napkin.

Tough Luck's outdoor patio fills up fast when the Pacific
Northwest sun makes an appearance.

Clem, founder of La Barbecue, and it took off.

Excellent news (luck?) for Tough Luck,
the always beloved but under-the-radar bar
where Lil’ Barbecue landed. Their arrival
has been game-changing. After years of
experimenting with pop-ups and its own
food menu, Tough Luck has finally found its
groove. No doubt, the Tough Luck patio this
summer will be one of the hottest spots in
town.

First-timers should order the Lone Star
state’s holy trinity: brisket, pork ribs and
sausage. Each delicious in their own right,
but together, an unforgettable platter. Brisket,
fatty and flavorful — the kind that comes
undone at first touch. The sausages are
snappy and never dry. And the porkribs are
worth the extra napkins.

Ifyou don’t consider meat and bread a
complete meal, there are plenty of sides to
add to your tray. Google Lil’ Barbecue and
Gemini will tell you to get the tater tots. And
I hate to admit, AI got this one right. These
pillowy pockets of fried potato will challenge

If you go
Where: 1771 N.E. Dekum St.
Meal: Dinner
Price for two, including tip: $73

To eat: Tacos (if it's a Tuesday), brisket sandwich,
tater tots and sausage

To drink: Margarita or Rainier

The dining area at Lil' Barbecue in Woodlawn.

much better off ordering the beetburntends,  deliciously juicy and flavorful. It tasted, in the
a creative solution for a meatless main, orthe  very best way, just like a taquito. If you close

, . chips and queso for a classic bar snack. your eyes, you might forget you're in Portland,
anyone’s conception of what a tater tot can .. . .
be (and is dangerous news for McMenamins If you can, visit early in the week for one thousands of miles from Texas.
Cajun tots down the street). They might be my of the rotating specia.ls: Burger Monday, Ina f(’ew weeks, I'll be in Austin f'or \{vork, 6908 ne sa ndy blvd
favorite thi th Taco Tuesday and Wing Wednesday. Each where I've made more than one pilgrimage
avorite thing on the menu. shockingly affordable at $10 a plate. Taco to La Barbecue. But this trip, I think I'll skip it. tues to sun
Most of the other sides are just fine. The : . . S o
Tuesday, in particular, might be the best Why wait in line when we have Lil’ Barbecue 503.913.4929
Caesar salad, forgettable; the coleslaw, bland. . . . . . R 0 0
Ash idering the chipot] . deal in town. Crisp tortillas piled high with athome? d q h
shame, COHSI. erlng . ¢ chipotie Yersmn arotating protein. On a recent Tuesday, this For more recommendations, visit www. momanapopwinesnop.com
at La Barbecue is delicious. Vegetarians are . . .
meant tomatillo-braised pork, which was pdxrecs.substack.com

APERECIATED

Shout out...

* A neighbor who helped out P tlenis
* A business that did right ; uninsured motoriat
* An organization that stepped up 4 claims
premises injuries

Scan the QR Code or visit www.star-news.info ' ! dental
% malpractice

*

— EXPERTISE —

pedestrian accidents

to link you to an online form:
* Give us up to 50 words

* Plus a photo and $20

We'll print your shoutout in an

PERSONAL INJURY LAWYER
(503) 286-7178

upcoming issue of the Star News

for all your neighbors to see!

www.NorthPortlandAttorney.com
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TO SUBMIT CALENDAR ITEMS

To include an item in The Star Calendar,
send an email to editorial@
starnewspdx.com and include the
title, time, date, location and a short
description (50 words or less).

Entries must be received by the |5th day
of the month preceding the publication
month. Photos are welcome, but must be
suitable for print: 300 dpi JPG.

If sending from a smartphone, download
the largest size. Events will be included as
space allows.

TEENS FAMILIES

PUZZLE EXCHANGE

June 6. 11 a.m.-1 p.m. A monthly exchange
in Northeast Portland where you bring
puzzles you've completed and exchange
them for others brought by fellow puzzlers.
Expect a wide variety of puzzles — all sizes,
piece counts, shapes, styles and degrees of
difficulty. If you're bringing a puzzle that
hasn’t been swapped before, bring it to the
front table where volunteers will put a label
on it and bag up pieces. Cost: Free. Matt
Dishman Community Center, 77 N.E. Knott
St., 503-823-3673, portlandpuzzles.org

LAURELHURST PARK SPRUCE UP

June 10. 9 a.m.-noon. Join the Friends
of Laurelhurst Park in their 23rd season of
work parties. The group is looking to add

WWW.STAR-NEWS.INFO: SERVING NORTHEAST AND NORTH PORTLAND NEIGHBORHOODS
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and leadership. Work parties will be on the
second Wednesdays of the month through
October. Join the email list at Laurelhurst.
parkfriends@gmail.com. Southeast Cesar E.
Chavez Boulevard and Stark Street

PARKROSE SUMMER NIGHTS

June 17. 5-9 p.m. Head to historic Parkrose
for the fifth annual evening street festival
featuring live music, food trucks, beer
garden, giant bubbles, face painting, and
over 35 local artisans and vendors. Cost:
Free. 10402 N.E. Sandy Blvd.

ARTS

Fridays through Aug. 27. 2-5 p.m. Learn
to knit and crochet, or bring your ongoing
needlework to these weekly, drop-in
sessions. For beginning embroiderers there
are precut felt, free-form kits that don't
require an embroidery hoop. (One free felt
kit per participant per session.) The goal
is to make friends while making things.
Adults only; no experience or advanced
registration necessary. McMenamins

Kennedy School, 5736 N.E. 33rd Ave., www.

meetup.com/loosethreads-needlework-
funshops

‘KINGDOM COMFE’

June 13. 6-9 p.m“Kingdom Come,” a solo
exhibition by Michael Campbell features

June 2026

Left: Be a friend

to the park. Help
with monthly
gardening and land
care activities at
Laurelhurst Park.

(Portland.gov)

Below: Michael
Campbell's work
blends religious
symbols with organic
fungal forms at
Brassworks Gallery’s
latest exhibit.

(Brassworks Gallery)

new volunteers to help with work, planning

LOOSE THREADS FUNSHOP

From the producers of Turkish Ramho

Featuring an original score by Portland's own
Justin Ralls, performed live by an all-star
ensemble of musicians and actors.

June 12-13, 2026 Hollywood Theatre, Portiant
RELIEVE IN THE SHELL
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Don'’t do the same puzzle twice. Drop off your used
jigsaw puzzles at the monthly puzzle exchange and find
a new one to try. (Portland Puzzle Exchange)

surreal, intricate works that blend religious
iconography with organic, fungal forms.

A firstlook at the artist's latest collection

in Portland. Brassworks Gallery, 3022

N.E. Glisan St. 503-593-9311. Wed-Sat 3-8
p-m. Opening receptions are the Second
Saturday of every month from 5-9 p.m.
The gallery is closed the first week of each
month to prepare for the next exhibition.

GENDER-BENDING CABARET

June 27. Doors 7 p.m.; show: 8 p.m.
Lacy Productions brings smartly dressed
and sultry performance artists from
burlesque, boylesque, draglesque and
drag king communities to the stage in
“Dapperlesque.” Ages 18 and over. Those
ages 18-20 must be accompanied by a
parent or guardian. Cost: $37-$52.75.
Alberta Rose Theatre, 3000 N.E. Alberta
St., 503-719-6055, albertarosetheatre.com

NOTES

SUNDAY SUMMER CONCERTS

June 14, 28. 5-7 p.m. Enjoy family-
friendly live music at Concordia
Commons. Catch The Lawrence Jazz Duo
playing instrumental, jazz, pop, bossa
nova and swing on June 14; D] Tyler
Smith cues up family-friendly grooves on
June 28. Cost: Free. NE 30th Avenue and
Killingsworth.

GARCIA BIRTHDAY BAND

June 19-20. Doors 7 p.m.; show 8 p.m.
Playing for over 20 years, Portland’s
Garcia Birthday Band taps the Grateful
Dead’s repertoire as a springboard for
improvisation. This weekend guides fans
through the Dead’s auditory kaleidoscope
of decades spanning from the mid-1960s
to the mid-1990s. June 19 will cover the
early years; June 20 will focus on all that
came after. This will be a partially seated
show, so you can dance. Ages 21 and over.
Cost: $31.25. Alberta Rose Theatre,

3000 N.E. Alberta St., 503-719-6055,
albertarosetheatre.com

NEARLY DAN

June 28. Doors 6 p.m.; show: 7 p.m.
Nearly Dan fuses the chops of 12 artists with
backgrounds in jazz, rock, R&B, country and

- CONTINUED ON PAGE 20
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Welcome to the Star News monthly crossword puzzle.
Taylor Johnson, a puzzlemaker who recently moved with his
family to North Portland, created the crossword specifically for

Star News readers.

Grab a pencil and put your puzzle skills to the test. For the
solution to this month’s puzzle turn to Page 22.

STAR NEWS CROSSWORD

Across

1 Obi-Wan Kenobi portrayer
Guinness

5 "Hard ___!" ("That's a big
no!")

9 Joni Mitchell's genre

13 Millennium Falcon captain
Han

14 Against
15 Like vine-covered walls

17 With 40-Across, historic
venue that opened a
"microcinema” in the
Portland International
Airport in 2015

19 "Bald" bird

20 Cantaloupe or honeydew
21 Spiders spin them

23 TV sales channel

24 A Death in the Family
author

26 Rubber ducky, for one

28 Groups of sports teams

31 Small dollops

32 Thumb-twiddling person

33 Sporty car roof

36 "Rolled" granola ingredients
39 Fuss

40 See 17-Across

43 The Golden Girls actress
Arthur

44 When doubled, a Hawaiian
fish

46 Move, in real estate lingo

47 "Full steam ___!"

49 Declare

51 Bleeps out

53 Person who's always active

56 Clubs or spades

57 911 responder

58 Some hazy beers from
Great Notion Brewing

60 Yellowstone attraction
64 Taken ___ (shocked)

66 Catholic outdoor altar and
sanctuary located in the
Madison South district

68 Fix, as shoelaces
69 Not many
70 Obtains

71 Word after "cocktail" or
"wedding"

72 Dispensary purchase,
informally

73 Not at home

Down
1 Campfire residue
2 Weaver's device

3 Palindromic fashion
magazine

4 Art project that involves
cutting and pasting

5 Fictional Indiana town
where Parks and
Recreation is set

6 Year, in Portugal
7 Put away, like a carry-on
bag
8 Second half of a record
9 Spanish party
10 Egg cells

11 Star Wars weapon

12 Ashton Kutcher's role on
That '70s Show

16 Refute

18 Creamy ingredient in
tzatziki

22 Unflattering news coverage
25 Lauder of cosmetics
27 Succession TV network

28 Actor Hemsworth or
Neeson

29 |celandic saga

30 Hawaii's nickname
34 Powdery mineral
35 Plains tribe

37 Some beverages served at
Behind the Museum Café

38 Feeling down

taylor johnson

41 Employee who hires
employees, for short

42 Not as tough
45 Brown or Yale, e.g.

48 Exercise practicein a
high-temperature room

50 Cyclists' battery-powered
rides

52 Chicken ___

53 Santa's facial feature

54 Earthy brown hue

55 Gobbles up

59 "___till you drop"

61 Classic slow cooker meal
62 Jazz singer James

63 Like an optimistic outlook
65 Prefix with "gender"

67 Moody music genre

10 11

) .

16

37 38

© 2026




20 THE STAR NEWS

Euery Salunday and Sunday
HISTORY & ART TOUR

$15 - Tickets required for ages 3 & up

Wednesday, June 10
DRAG QUEEN BINGO
w/ POISON WATERS
7pm - $23 adv, $28 at door - 21 & over
Thursday, June 11
THE LOVING STORY
DOCUMENTARY SCREENING

7pm - Q&A to follow
Fridays, June 12 & 19
Thurnsday, June 25
FIFA WORLD CUP GAMES
in the THEATER

See our website for times
Salurday, June 3
MCMENAMINS
43RrRD ANNIVERSARY
Food and drink specials all day
Monday, June 15
HISTORY PUB
CROSSING PATHS:
QUEER MOMENTS THAT
CHANGED EVERYTHING
7pm - $5 adv, $6 at door
Thwsday, Jure 18
CUBA & ALAKSA

MOVIE SCREENING
A fundraiser for Ukraine
7pm - $10 - Q&A to follow

I

—

See website for full event line-up
5736 NE 33rd Ave

Portland - (503) 249-3983
mcmenamins.com
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TO SUBMIT CALENDAR ITEMS

To include an item in The Star Calendar,
send an email to editorial@
starnewspdx.com and include the
title, time, date, location and a short
description (50 words or less).

Entries must be received by the 15th day
of the month preceding the publication
month. Photos are welcome, but must be
suitable for print: 300 dpi JPG.

If sending from a smartphone, download
the largest size. Events will be included as
space allows.

swing to present their own arrangements of the
music of Steely Dan. Cost: $42. Alberta Rose
Theatre, 3000 N.E. Alberta St., 503-719-6055,
albertarosetheatre.com

SENIORS

TRANSITIONS SIMPLIFIED

June 25. Noon-1:30 p.m. This is an
informative event for seniors or those
looking for downsizing strategies. Key
speakers will share practical resources,
discuss the current real estate market and
financial options. A complimentary lunch at
the brewery will also be included. Cost: Free.
RSVP by June 15 by calling 503- 459-8936.
Steeplejack Brewing Co., 2400 NE Broadway,
movingtopdx.com

GENERAL

PARKINSON’S PINGPONG

June 3, 10, 17. 10 a.m.-noon. If you've been
diagnosed with Parkinson’s, join others

to play table tennis in a supportive space.
Connect, stay active and enjoy the benefits of
playing pingpong together. Tables, paddles
and balls supplied. All skill levels welcome.
Cost: Free. Fremont United Methodist

Bach Cantata Choir

h Nelson, Artistic D

Ralp

Celebrating the 20" Anniversary of the Bach Cantata Choir!

Sunday, June 7, 2026, 2pm

We are celebrating our 20" Anniversary with a concert that features
movements from some of Bach’s greatest hits!
Vakaré Petrolitinaité, Sheryl Wood, sopranos; Jacob Herbert, bass
55-voice Cantata Choir and chamber orchestra

German American Society

Complete info at: www.bachcantatachoir.org

irector
T

5626 NE Alameda St.

June 2026

Breakside is putting on a giant beer bash with suds, live music, food and more to celebrate 16 years at its Dekum Street
location. (Breakside Collective)

Church, 2620 N.E. Fremont St., 503-819-8033

IDEALIST DAY TIE-DYE PARTY

June 6. 10 a.m.-noon. Tie-dye clothing for
neighbors in need that will be delivered to
the Mainspring Portland Re-Thread Clothing
Pantry. You may also bring one white or light-
colored article of clothing to make and take a
tie-dyed item for yourself. Tie-dying supplie
provided. Limit one personal item per family
member. Sponsored by the Portland Idealists,
local folks participating in a global movement
that urges everyone to do something once a
month to make their community better. Cost:
Free. RSVP at https://luma.com/2ninur40.
Roseway Plaza (NE Mason Street and 72nd
Avenue), Luma.com/PortlandIdealists

COMMUNITY WAREHOUSE
BLOCK PARTY

June 13. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Community

Join needle fans
every Friday for
the Loose Threads
Funshop meet-ups
at McMenamins
Kennedy School.
(Loose Threads)

Warehouse is celebrating 25 years of
furnishing homes and strengthening the
community with a free, family-friendly
block party. Festivities will include an
estate store sidewalk sale; furniture
bank-themed games and prizes; and
food and refreshments. Over the years,
Community Warehouse has served more
than 125,000 families, veterans, refugees
others across the Portland area. Cost: Free;
RSVP at https://tinyurl.com/4s9usw2a.
3969 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.,
communitywarehouse.org

ROSE CITY BOOK AND
PAPER FAIR

June 13-14. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. The Cascade
Booksellers Association is holding its 20th
annual fair, with 68 dealers from around

- CONTINUED ON PAGE 22

CCB #140721

4300 NE FREMONT #130 » 503.245.0685
www.roloffconstruction.com

ROLOFF

CONSTRUCTION
PLAN/DESIGN/BUILD




June 2026

WWW.STAR-NEWS.INFO: SERVING NORTHEAST AND NORTH PORTLAND NEIGHBORHOODS
) STAR COMMUNITY CALENDAR

THE STAR NEWS 21

IT'S GARAGE SALE SEASON

il

NEIGHBORHOOD YARD
SALES

IRVINGTON

June 6.9 a.m.-3 p.m. Shop in one
of Portland’s historic neighborhoods
at this annual event sponsored by the
Irvington Community Association. The
area — encompassing Northeast Seventh
Avenue, Fremont Street, Northeast 27th
and Broadway — has Queen Anne, Period
Revival Bungalow/Craftsman, and Prairie
School architectural styles built from the
1890s through the 1930s. Take a stroll
through a beautiful part of Portland and find
some treasures. More than 160 households
participate in the sale, rain or shine. See map
of participating homes at www.irvingtonpdx.
com/annual-irvington-yard-sale.

ARBOR LODGE

June 13-14. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. The fifth
annual Arbor Lodge Neighborhood Yard
Sale . Meet neighbors and find new-to-you
treasures in this compact neighborhood
that’s also home to great restaurants and
shops and an inclusive park. https://
arborlodgepdx.org/yardsale

LAURELHURST

June 20.9 a.m.-3 p.m. Thisis a
neighborhood worth visiting any time.
Admire the homes and Laurelhurst Park
while bargain hunting. Stroll through the
looping streets and find a treasure. There are
almost 100 locations participants this year.

o

ot Pt

As the days brighten and the weather warms, neighborhood yard and garage sales are popping up across North and Northeast Portland. Spend a day browsing through pre-loved

goods, clothing, antiques and unexpected treasures, or unload some of your own no-longer-needed items. (Sabin Neighborhood Association)

SABIN

June 27.9 a.m.-3 p.m. The Sabin
Community Association is coordinating
this neighborhood-wide event that will
be held rain or shine. Join them in putting
out items for sale that you’d like to move
along to a new home at a fair price. This
is not a fundraiser; you keep the money.
Visit www.sabinpdx.org/yard-sale.html
for details.

UPCOMING

BEAUMONT-WILSHIRE

July 11. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. The Northeast
Portland neighborhood extends from

Fremont and Northeast 42nd Avenue
business districts, Beaumont Middle
School and Wilshire Park.

Find one of a kind treasures at this
summer’s community yard sale. A map of
all participating households and their sale
items will be available on July 10.

OVERLOOK

July 11. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. The North
Portland neighborhood hosts an annual
yard sale, with participating households
offering up treasures all across the
neighborhood. A map will be released
closer to the event. Following the event on
Sunday is the free share. Yard sale hosts

will set items that did not sell out on the
curbside for free.

MORE OPTIONS
GARAGE SALE MAP

Visit gsalr.com for a full map of garage
sales throughout the city. You can also
post your own sale.

ESTATE SALES

Many local estate sales offer 50 percent
off on the last day. See a full list of
Portland locations at www.estatesale-
finder.com

Where confidence begins.

We believe every young pers
empowering. At WHA's Tabor clinic, our nurse-midwives create space to
learn, ask, and grow—one conversation at a time.

rson deserves care that feels approachable and

Women's
Healthcare

Associates”

%‘iﬁli

START THE
COMNVERSATION




22 THE STAR NEWS

_

the country. Find used, rare and collectible
books, underground zines, quirky vintage
photo albums or signed first editions. Silent
auction both days. Cost: $5 at the door;
$7.18 online at https://tinyurl.com/2faa8hfx.
DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel at Lloyd Center,
1000 NE Multnomah St., rosecitybookfair.
com

BREAKSIDE BREWERY SWEET 16
BLOCK PARTY

June 13. Noon-9 p.m. Breakside Brewery is
turning 16 and will celebrate with a beer-
filled block party. There will be live music
from Whiskey Deaf, Chrissy Marie, Carcelo
Guitron Band and Mitch and the Melody
Makers; food from Farmer and the Beast;
and an inflateable obstacle course. Street
Dog Hero will be onsite from noon-3 p.m.
with canines to adopt. Cost: Free. Breakside
Brewery, 820 N.E. Dekum St., 503-719-6475,
breakside.com

PRE-FATHER’S DAY ARTISAN
MARKET

June 13. 1-4 p.m. Meet some of Portland's
finest craftsmen and artisan brands —
including The Joinery, Revant Optics, Finex
Cast Iron, Jacobsen Salt Co., Straightaway
Cocktails, Olympia Provisions, Nossa Familia
Coffee and more — at this 6th annual event
sponsored by SteelPort Knife Co. In addition,
SteelPort will offer knife deals and factory
tours. Cost: Free. RSVP: https://tinyurl.
com/mp539j6s. SteelPort Knife Co. factory,
3602 N.E. Sandy Blvd., 503-498-8132, www.
steelportknife.com/

DUMPSTER DAY

June 27. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Got junk? Bring it
to the joint Roseway and Madison South
Neighborhood Associations’ Dumpster
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Star News contributors
past and present wish
a happy retirement to
designer Lisa Chiba
Perkins, who retired
from the paper in June.
Perkins made enormous
contributions in her 20
years with the paper.
Here she is celebrating
at Aunt Tillie’s Deli &
Pub after the Junior Rose
Parade. From left: Mary
Ann Seeger, Eleanor
Milbourn, Denise
Szott, Vivian Milbourn,
Lisa Heyamoto, Todd
Milbourn, Lisa Chiba
Perkins and Janet
Goetze.

— Todd Milbourn

Where did you spot

the Star? Send a photo
with a short blurb (3-5
sentences), your name
and neighborhood to
editorial@star-news.info
and it might be featured
in an upcoming issue!

Day. This event is RNA’s biggest fundraiser
of the year. There will be a free “pop-up
shop” to reduce waste and recycle reusable
items back into the community. Guests
welcome from all neighborhoods. Visit for

a list of what'’s accepted and what isn’t and
suggested donation cost per load. Glenhaven

BUILDING MATERIALS CENTEP.

For over 60 years, Mr. Plywood has been
providing the Portland community with the
best hardware and lumber products

BUILDING MATERIALS

ANY PROJECT LARGE OR SMALL
FAMILY STYLE CUSTOMER SERVICE

0 LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
N MOULDINGS + HARDWARE
L‘IH".' '..11.

SP

R

4.7387 -

INSI.{LATION DECK SEALERS
IVERY SER-VICE CUSTOM CUTTING
IAL ORDERS

\;’E%RK ST. - PORTLAND, OR 97215

FAX: 503-254.7663

lywoodinc.com

Park parking lot (Northeast 82nd Avenue
and Siskiyou Street), https://roseway.org/
dumpster-day.

LIONS COLLECTIONS

July 4. 8 a.m.-1 p.m. The Portland Hollywood
Lions Club will be collecting used eyeglasses,
sunglasses, hearing aids, cell phones and
e-tablets at the Hollywood Farmers Market
(NE Hancock Street between 44th and 45th
avenues).

CLUBS FOR A CAUSE

July 17. 9 a.m. The Portland Hollywood Lions
and Milwaukie Lions will host their annual
golf tournament at Glendoveer Golf Course.
It will be a four-person scramble. Cost:
Foursome $400 for early bird registration
before July 1. Price includes lunch, cart and
a chance to win prizes. Call Gary Balo at
503-971-716-8184 or Arlene Halvorson at
503-680-7703.

THIS MONTH’S CROSSWORD SOLUTION

‘A'LTE[cP aAls s F[oL k]
So/lLlOMAN T I VI | ED
‘Hlo|LILYW/O|ODEBNE A GIL E
M| E NI eB s R s N
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“E A E b AB s|IIN
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HIRE A
LUCAL PRO!

TO ADVERTISE
IN THIS SECTION,
CALL
503-282-9392
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. Portland Chimney
Tom Leach Roofing & Masonry Inc.
45 years roofing 5 (503 256-9140
your neighborhood. /,/ FREE ESTIMATES

Chimney Repairs & Cleaning

Cenied #63.05 [ElxFE 9136 NE Glisan St.
Technician/Estimator %ER$FAY  Portland, OR 97220
EARL GOWDY NP FAX 503-256-3020

info@portiandchimneyinc. com . mwllandcmmmmnc com

503-238-0303

www.tomleachroofing.net

CCB# 42219

Lic ¢ Ins « Bonded ccb# 105395

LBPR #105395

LAKE OSWEGO
CARPET CLEANING

Live Clean | Breathe Easy | Start Fresh

(503)635-3181

Over 40 years in business!

Michael Burnett |

i e C t Cleani
e Structual Wood Repair arpet Cleaning

e Siding & deck replacement
e Dry rot repair
e Interior painting

Cell: 503-701-6235
503-282-8032

* Rug Cleaning
+ Upholstery _

Residential | Commercial

&
0
s
Uy,

B RrCKER O (]
CZ BECKER COMPANY
wO0OD FLOORg

A Favaty Ohoweed Hus T PR

Fresh Air

Sash Cord Repair, Inc.

Old windows that work!
——
Celebrating
27 Years!

® Restoration Repairs & Refinishing

e State of the Art Dust Containment

503.284.7693 (office)

. Insla”nliun ()r New \V()()(l l:l(mrs info@fteShairsaShocom
® Environmentally Friendly Finishes www.freshairsash.com
503.282.0623 fE) fresh_air_sash_cord_repair
| CCB #is1s2 =] ORLBPR/CCB #184991 « WA Reg. #FRESHAS 796DR

PORTLAND’S URBAN TREE EXPERTS

. &V .
@  Wind Thin
TREE SERVICE INC.

www.WindThinInc.com

Certified and TRAQ Arborist « Tree Preservation and Maintenance
Pruning, Removal and Stump Grinding
Trained and Certified Crane Removal « Arborist Consultations and Reports
Available for 24/7 Emergency Service

B8 TAKE 10%
OFF

1 Use code: Star10
Cannot be combined with
any other offers.

Offer expires 6/30/26

Ce’ebratmg

Call for a free
estimate:

W 503-481-4628

Providing Knowledgeable Care for
NE Portland Trees smce 1992

* Certified Arborists

* Consultations & Reports

* Pruning Trees, Shrubs & Hedges

* Tree Removals & Stump Grinding
* Tree Risk Assessment Qualified

* Milling Urban Trees into Lumber

¢ Licensed - Bonded -~ Insured

JUNE SPECIAL
TAKE 10% OFF

up to $100 (Cannot be combined with
any other offer. Offer exp. 06/30/26)

HARRITY

TREE SPECIALISTS

Providing Knowledgeable Care for Trees  www.liarritvirees.com
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THE COON TEAM

—— THE POWER OF Two ——

R -
k Windermere James Coon

REAL ESTATE Licensed Principal Broker in Oregon
WINDERMERE REALTY TRUST 503.504.8574

Sue Coon 2045 NE Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. jcoon@windermere.com
Licensed Principal Broker in Oregon Portland, OR 97212 jamescoon.withwre.com

A rare opportunity awaits to own an iconic home perched above
Rose City Golf Course atop the Alameda Ridge. This beautiful
home, built in 1927 for an opera singer is situated on an oversized
corner lot, perfectly positioned to take in views of the golf course,
mountains, and surrounding treetops. Enjoy easy access to the
neighborhood greenway, hiking trails, parks, and schools.

1910 craftsman conveniently located in the lovely University Park
Neighborhood with close proximity to Columbia Park, Lombard
commerce, St. Johns, and University of Portland. The home is a
cosmetic fixer with good bones, waiting to be reimagined.

2620 NE 65TH AVE - $1,175,000 < 5 BEDROOMS 21 BATHROOMS 3967 SF 7462 N. DWIGHT AVE + $449,900 « 3 BEDROOMS 1.1 BATHROOMS 2350 SF

CLOSED SALES

Q@ ‘ { '1" 12.5% from prior month

7.1% from APRIL 2025

AVERAGE SALE PRICE
MARKET AT A GLAN CE 0.1% from prior month

PORTLAND METRO ARFEA (1.3 % ﬁ'om APRIL 2025

APRIL 2026 d
NEw LIsTINGS 24.0% from prior month
1.1% from APRIL 2025

MEDIAN SALE PRICE

PENDING SALES ' '
(S’) 1.6% from prior month

WINDERMERE 5.9% from APRIL 2025

Torar MARKET TIME S ER LT TRET

63 Days
INVENTORY ~
Based on information from Trendgraphix.
Windermere Realty Trust does not guarantee accuracy.

3.1 Months

mrloans.com/pmarrs
_ Paul Marrs &
Are you 62 years or older? Do you own your home ' LOAN OFFICER
outright or have significant equity? Would you like _ NMLS 5212, WA MLO-5212
extra funds for home repairs, living expenses or other B (503) 781-2114
needs? 1\Cea [
A HECM loan (alse known as a Reverse Morlgage)
may be for you. What you can borrow depends on A
your age, interest rates and your home's value. Call o P R E M I E R
me today to see if it's right for you! 3 /\\\

p

MORTGAGE RESOURCES

paul.marrsi@pmrloans.com

o 2024 Premier Mortgage Resources, LLC (“PMR") | NMLS #1169 www.nmlsconsumeraccess.crg | Equal Housing Opportunity | Not an offer to extend credit or a
e COMMItMent to lend. Terms subject to change without notice. For additional disclaimers, please visit: prarleans.corm/disclaimers




